
Pine Grove United Methodist 

In last month’s article, I asked you to intentionally 

focus daily on the blessings you are experiencing.  As 

we move forward into the new year based on the 

Christian calendar (The first Sunday in Advent is     

November 28!), I want to lift up two blessings we, as a 

church, have received.  First, we voted to move into a new organizational structure 

that will help us better focus ourselves and our resources on our mission (Follow  

Jesus, Make Disciples, Transform the World) and our vision (Build community with 

our neighbors to better serve Jesus), and the Nominations Team presented the     

Annual Conference with names of those who have accepted the call to lead us.  We 

are blessed to have members who have been responsive to God’s call especially in 

this time of uncertainty and change.  If you are not currently engaged in the ministry 

of Pine Grove, I invite you to fast and pray for direction about where God is calling 

you to serve whether in a current ministry or a new one. Then contact me 

(336.416.8905) so I can help you to be faithful to your calling. 

 Second, we have been blessed with the matching Both/And grant which we pray will 

help us to better connect with our online congregation.  Hopefully, by the time you 

read this, we will have received our additional equipment and we will be ready for the training.  If you have been 

wanting to help with our online ministry but were concerned about the tech side, we are going to need moderators 

to extend the radical hospitality that we offer for the people who join us in person.  The only tech skill needed for 

these roles will be the ability to text on a cell phone. 

I hope you also have experienced numerous blessing for which you can give thanks. 

As I mentioned above, Advent starts November 28, and we will be preparing the Sanctuary for the season that day.  If 

you are joining us online, we would like to invite you to join us in preparing a worship space in your home.  Please 

have ready 4 candles that you can arrange together for the Advent Sunday candle lightings liturgy each week.  You 

will also want, a royal blue or purple cloth to cover your worship center; some evergreen sprigs, a small poinsettia, 

and a cross or other symbol for Christ.  Again, I hope you will send us a picture of your worship spaces that we can 

share each week. 

May God continue to bless and keep each one of you.                                                 

                                                                                            -Pastor Marilyn 
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 LETTER FROM THE EDITOR                                                                           DECEMBER EVENTS                             

This year(2021) was John Wesley’s 318th birthday.  I recently ran across an      

excerpt in a book that I am reading, where a young man had inquired of Wesley 

on how to preach the gospel. In a letter back to the young man,  Wesley shared 

his very biblical approach which is summarized below: 

“He says that whenever he arrived at any new place to preach the gospel, he  

began with a general declaration of the love of God. Then he preached “the 

Law” (by which he meant all of God’s righteous standards and the penalty of  

disobedience) as searchingly as he could. This he kept up until a large proportion of his hearers found themselves under 

deep conviction of sin, beginning even to despair of the possibility of forgiveness from his holy God. Then, and only 

then, did he introduce the good news of Jesus Christ. Wesley explained the saving  significance of Christ’s person,     

ministry, death, and resurrection, and the wonderful truth that salvation is solely by God’s grace, through faith.”1 

With this approach, unless Wesley’s audiences “sensed that they were guilty, and quite helpless to save themselves, 

the wonder and availability of God’s grace would leave them unmoved.” Wesley then adds that “after quite a number 

had been converted, he would mix in more themes connected with law. He did this to underline the truth that genuine 

believers hunger for experiential righteousness, and continue to acknowledge poverty of spirit, recognizing constantly 

that their acceptance with God depends always and only on Christ’s sacrifice.”2  

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus reminds us that “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven”-

Matthew 5:3(NIV) I think that Jesus wanted us to see that until we come to see our utter poverty of spirit, our sheer 

brokenness, we are not ready for the kingdom of heaven, and John Wesley in his preaching wanted people to see that 

as well. Poverty of spirit is not a one-time event in the life of a believer, instead it is a life long total dependence upon 

God. Wesley wanted us to realize that in and of ourselves, we can never please God or meet his standards of           

righteousness.  It is only by God’s gift of the Holy Spirt and by walking in the Spirit that we can glorify and please Him.  

When we admit our poverty of spirit, that we are lost without Jesus, then his gift of righteousness comes to us and 

ours is the kingdom of heaven.  Our blessed Savior has done all the work for us, we only have to believe and follow in       

obedience.  Jesus even says, “ But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you 

as well.”  Matthew 6:33 (NIV) 

I pray that your spirit will be renewed and revived this Christmas and in the coming New Year with the faith, hope, 

love, joy, and peace that can only come from a relationship with Jesus Christ! 

What a wonderful friend we have in Jesus! 

Love, 

-Debbie 
1. Kay Arthur, “Lord, Only You Can Change Me” (Waterbrook Press: Precept Ministries International, 2000), 33. 

2.  Arthur, “Lord, Only You Can Change Me,” 34. 

 

Please remember to mark your calendar for the following Advent Worship Service events at 

Pine Grove. 

If you can’t come in person, we encourage you to actively participate each Sunday online 

and send us pictures to post in the next newsletter. 

 November 27:  10AM: volunteers needed for sanctuary prep for the Hanging of the Greens 

                                              November 28:  Hanging of the Greens  

                                               December 5 :  Wear your Christmas Sweater and Christmas Masks   

                                             December 12:  Love Feast  (If you need candles to participate from home, please call or email        

                                                                        Debbie at the church office.) 

                                             December 24:  Christmas Eve Service 7PM 
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KNOW YOUR PINE GROVE FAMILY                                                         by Andrew Wissick                                                   

                                                                                                
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Because of his talent of playing the cello and the Viola de 
Gamba, Brent has seen a lot of the world. He has been to 
England, Poland, Germany, France, Italy, Greece,           
Australia, Japan, China (including Hong Kong and          
Singapore) and a large percentage of the United States. 
Throughout it all, one of Brent's favorite things to do is go 
to University United Methodist Church and go to Sunday 
School and Church Services. He loves the community that 
University United Methodist Church provides for him.  
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Craig Kocher, pictured above, is another member of the 
Pine Grove extended family. He grew up attending the 
University United Methodist Church in Chapel Hill  After 
graduating from Chapel Hill High School in 1994, he 
attend the University of North Carolina and Columbia 
Theological Seminary. He studied at Duke Divinity School 
and worked at Duke for some time. He has also preached 
at University United Methodist Church and Oak Ridge 
United Methodist Church in addition to his work at Duke 
Divinity School.  He currently works as the Chaplain at the 
University of Richmond.  
Craig’s parents, Jim and Sally Kocher, attend University 
United Methodist Church in Chapel Hill, and are involved 
in Sunday school and other church related activities with 
Brent Wissick.  
Craig’s brother, Keith, is a doctor in Emergency Medicine 
at the University of Michigan. When I (Andrew) was a 
Freshman at Chapel Hill High School, Keith showed me 
and my fellow freshman biology students the negative 
effects of smoking on healthy and unhealthy lungs. 
Craig and many others provide a wonderful pipeline of 
knowledge to Pine Grove United Methodist Church. 
Thank you Craig! 

 
In this double issue of stories on Church Members of Pine 
Grove, I want to introduce a couple of extended members 
of the Church. 
Brent Wissick is the father of Pine Grove Member,        
Andrew Wissick. Brent grew up in Rotterdam, New York 
with his late parents Charles and Norma Wissick and his 
brother, Wayne.  
He was raised and confirmed Lutheran at Zion Lutheran 
Church.  
When he was in 4th grade he started playing the cello.  
He met his future wife Ruth Johnsen while playing in    
orchestra. Ruth played the violin. Both Brent and Ruth 
went on to major in music in college. Brent attended 
SUNY-Potsdam 20 minutes away from the Canadian     
Border, and later got graduate degrees from Penn State 
University and Cornell University.  
Brent and Ruth went on to teach at the college of St. 
Scholastica in Duluth Minnesota for 3 years. In the fall of 
1982, Brent got an offer to teach cello at the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Brent moved to North     
Carolina in the fall of 1982 and Ruth later moved in the 
fall of 1983. 
In 1984 they had their first child, Andrew ( That's me!) 
and their second child, Ariana was born in 1989. When 
Brent and Ruth first moved to North Carolina, they       
decided to look for a church. Brent had been raised      
Lutheran, but he had developed an affinity for his father 
in law, Richard Johnsen, who was a Methodist Minister at       
Carmen United Methodist Church in the Capital District of 
New York. Brent and Ruth decided to attend University 
United Methodist Church in Chapel Hill, North Carolina. It 
turned out to be a great decision and among the reasons 
why is because Brent's mother Norma, a devout Lutheran,  
approved of it. 

 Andrew and Brent Wissick 
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                              NUTURE MINISTRIES NEWS       WITNESS AND OUTREACH 

Crisis Control for December: 

Saltine Crackers 

 

             Crisis Control for January: 

                                        Beef Stew 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please remember, especially this time of year, 
to bring an extra item for the Blessing Box out 
side the church office parking lot. We are con-
tinuing to collect loose change for Samaritan 
Ministries Penny Campaign through November 

28. Our drop off date is December 4th at the Truist Ball 
Stadium. You can also give directly online until Dec. 31st: 

https://www.samaritanforsyth.org/penny-campaign/ 

 

Prison Ministry News 

We recently received a letter from Mark 
Mercer explaining the new address 
change and mailing policy for sending 
letters to prisoners. 

The new mailing policy went into effect on October 18, 
2021 and according to the Commissioner of Prisons, is to 
help with the confiscation of any drugs or drug residue 
that  could be hidden in the mail.  Here is Mark’s          
explanation:  “I will no longer receive the actual letter, 
card, or pictures that you mail me through the USPS mail.  
These will now be mailed to a processing center where 
they will be scanned in and electronically mailed to my 
facility. Then my facility will print a copy and deliver it to 
me. The original will then be destroyed at the mail        
processing center. As much as I appreciate your cards, it 
may be best to save your money, since I will no longer get  

(article continued bottom right column)——> 

 

Congregational Care Christmas Cards:                                       
This year we will be able to resume our 
tradition of sharing Christmas Cards 
with our loved ones who are confined to 
their homes and not able to attend    
services.  Decorated collection bags will 
be placed in the Narthex for collection 

of these cards beginning December 5.  The cards as well as  
cookies provided by the Searchers Class will be distributed 
to homebound folks on December 19.  If you are not yet 
attending services and would like to send cards, please take 
your cards to the church office and they will be placed in 
the bags for distribution.   
Recipients of the card and cookie bags are: 
Don and Kate Ashe, Jim and Jean Baker, Eunice Blackburn,  
Jane Bullard,  Mike Casterol, Carol Evans, Wilma Falls,     
Miriam Fuller, Gladys Hockaday, Margaret Holcomb,     
Wanda Moser, Melody Myers, Joseph Shutt, Julie Stoakley, 
Melba Tesh, Jane White and  Maude White.  
Christmas Cards to Assisted Living Residents: 
During this holiday season, the Congregational Care group 
will also be quite busy with our Assisted Living Christmas 
Card Project which was started several years ago by Carol 
Evans. This year over 600 cards are scheduled to be         
delivered to seven facilities.  A big Thank You to all who 
have donated cards throughout the year for this project.   
Birthday cards have also been donated and over 300 of 
these have been distributed to the homes.  
The recipient facilities are:  South Fork, Clemmons Village, 
Clemmons Village II, Accordius of Clemmons, Bermuda 
Commons, Trinity Elms and The Crest.  
-Sue Morgan, 
Congregational Care Coordinator 
 
(Prison Ministry article continued) 

their full effect. Handwritten notes and letters won’t change 
much, just that they will be copied. Here is my new address. 
Please make sure to include my number and prison number 
along with the name of my facility.” 

Note:  This address is used for other inmates as well. 

Inmates name and number  —> Mark Mercer #1333381 

Name of inmate’s facility  —->   Nash Correctional  

                                                          Institution      

PO Box 247    ———————>   PO Box 247 

Phoenix, MD  21131 ————>  Phoenix, MD  21131 

In November Pastor Marilyn and Polly Caudle delivered 

105 lbs. of food to Crisis Control. Thanks for donating! 
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

Greeting from the United Methodist Women!   

Here are just a few updates and reminders:   

Our Christmas party is Saturday, December 4th, at 2 

pm, in the Fellowship Hall. We will be showing a one 

hour filmed entitled, Theirs in the Kingdom, which is a         

documentary that follows the creation of a fresco      

mural painted inside the sanctuary of the Haywood 

United Methodist church in Ashville, NC. This mural    

depicts the plight of homelessness, addiction, and    

mental illness. We will be serving light refreshments so 

please let Jean or Polly know if you are coming. We will 

be following the current safety protocols with physical 

distancing and wearing of masks when not eating. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are collecting the following items for the Battered 

Women’s Shelter and the homeless: razors, deodorant, 

and feminine hygiene products. They are due December 

5th. You may leave items on the pew in the hallway   

beside the narthex. If you can meet in the history room 

for about an hour after church on the 5th to help with 

prepping the donations if would be appreciated.  

Thanks to all who donated snacks for the workers at the 

Bethlehem Center in November where we were able to 

provide goody bags for the 40 staff members.   

We held our officers’ election at the November meeting. 

Thanks to all who agreed to serve for 2022. 

Lastly, our UMW Pledge Service will be January 13, at 

7pm via ZOOM.                                                     -Jean Wall 

 

The Endowment Fund has monetary resources available 
for missions of the church.  Funds must be requested by a 
committee, so if you have a mission suggestion, please    
contact a committee that will process that request.  The 
committee will then submit a written request for the 
amount needed to the Endowment Funds program.  The 
committee can send the request directly to me at  
smorgan596@aol.com or to Polly Caudle or John Mercer. 
A New Year is coming soon and people may be                     
re-evaluating their assets or updating their will.  You can 
designate stocks  or cash funds to be transferred to the 
Endowment Fund and the dividends or interest can be 
spent for missions.  The monies in the Endowment Fund 
are invested in dividend producing stocks through Wells 
Fargo Advisors.  Wells Fargo broker, Robert Nichols, has 
handled the Fund since its inception in 1997, and he is  
very easy to work with.  We get detailed monthly state-
ments from them.  We can usually get a check for an      
approved mission project within 24 hours.  All checks are 
sent to the church office and deposited in the church      
account.  A check is then written to the specific mission 
project.   
Two Pine Grove mission projects that were supported by 
the Endowment Fund this year are the Prison Ministry and  
Rise Against Hunger.   
If you have any questions regarding the Endowment Fund, 
please call me at 336-978-3200 or speak with Polly or John.   
-Stanley Morgan, 
Chairman of the Endowment Fund 
 

Thank you for remembering   
Pastor Marilyn, Beverly, and   
Debbie each Christmas with a 
love offering.  This is a reminder 
that the staff love offering        
donations are due by December 
19th.  If you write a check, please 
put “Staff Love Offering” in the 
memo.   Thank you. 

                                              -Rhita Newcomb 

                                             ENDOWMENT FUND NEWS 

Artist Christopher Holt works on the Haywood Street Church  

fresco in Asheville, N.C., on Sept. 5, 2019.   Photo courtesy John 

Warner/Warner Photography  



Personal Witness Corner allows members to share a testimony and are due by 

the second Sunday of each month.  Articles will be published as space permits.  

The Christmas Star Appears to a World in Need 

 
Once again the Christmas season is upon us, and God’s people are scurrying around trying to get all their last-
minuet preparations in order. If you find yourself getting too caught up with the shopping, wrapping, baking, 
and decorating, just to name a few holiday traditions, then you need to step back, take a deep breath, and    
remember why your are celebrating this incredible holiday. 
Christmas has always been a magical, blessed time of year for me. I love Christmas so much, I find myself singing 
Christmas carols year-round.  One might say that Christmas lives in my heart! But, shouldn’t Christ live in every 
Christian’s heart? Without Him there would never be a Christmas season to celebrate meaning that if Jesus 
Christ lives inside my heart then so should his Holy birthday. 
After the COVID virus struck the entire world causing many families to lose loved ones, Christmas 2020 was    
celebrated differently from those we enjoyed in the past. I was born with a song in my heart, and singing the 
Christmas music in church has always been a big part of my Christmas traditions, but the child of God can always 
find Christmas, no matter where he/she celebrates His Holy birth. 
Our loving Lord looked down upon His children and saw the anguish, pain, uncertainty, and sorrow brought on 
by this evil virus and decided it was the right time to send a Christmas miracle. Were we expecting to receive 
this amazing gift from the Creator? The same incredible gift sent over 2000 years ago, to announce to the world 
that “My Son is born? The Messiah has come to save the world!” Were we prepared to witness the same       
brilliant star that shed it’s light down on a  babe  in a manger, the same guiding start that startled shepherds 
before the angel of God, the same guiding star that brought three wise and gifted, astrologers across deserts to 
witness for themselves the new born king in Bethlehem? My beloved brothers and sisters in Christ, we did     
receive that miracle! 
On December 21, 2020 the first day of winter, God commanded Jupiter and Saturn to come together and once 
again created the Star of Bethlehem (pictured below) which had not shone in many years. It was truly a      
Christmas gift from God, sent to a world in need. I watched it as it came together and was blessed with another 
miracle from heaven. There would be a lot of familiar carols sung that night as the beloved Christmas story filled 
my heart. 
I hope you were blessed by witnessing this Christmas miracle, God’s gift of the Christmas star shining bright to 
lead all the Father’s children to His blessed Son, Jesus, our Savior and King! May you and your family have a 
Blessed Christmas that will love within your heart throughout the New Year!  
-Joan Byrd 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

6 

         PERSONAL WITNESS CORNER 

Source: https://

www1.cbn.com/cbnnews/

world/2020/december/rare-

christmas-star-to-appear-dec-

21-heres-what-astronomy-says-

about-the-biblical-star-of-

 

Source: https://

myfox8.com/photo-

galleries/show-us-your-

christmas-star-photos/ 
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Pipe Cleaner Advent Wreath 

I love that the advent wreath 
represents the faith, love, hope, 
and joy that we can have in a 
personal relationship with Jesus 
Christ.  He truly is all of these 
things and more.  I recently came 
across a super simple advent 

wreath craft that you can make with your children/
grandchildren.  While you work on this together, take time 
to explain the special meaning of each candle . 

       BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

            DECEMBER                                     JANUARY 

              

   

          
 
 
 
 
 

           

  

                  12/18  Paul & Irene Berry 

                  12/18  Anthony & Jennifer Pleasant 

                  12/28  Andy & Katie Buchanan 

                  12/28  Charles & Becky Ibele 

                  01/05  Tom & Barbara Mahannah 

Please accept our apology if we missed your birthday or 

anniversary.  Please let the church office or someone in 

Sunrise Fellowship know so that the list will complete next 

time. 

Happy Birthday 

01/12 Olivia Shutt 

01/19  Anna Hale 

01/19  Wanda Moser 

01/23  Stan Morgan 

01/25  Karen Montgomery 

01/28  Debbie Sheppard 

01/30  T.L.  Griffith         

12/03  Joyce Long              

12/03  Julie Stoakley            

12/04  Mary Council             

12/05  Andy Buchanan         

12/11  Peggy Brewer                         

12/13  Joan Davis 

12/15 Charles Ibele              

12/15  Brenda Smith            

12/16  Susette  

            Westmoreland 

12/16  Leigh Caviness                                            

12/20  Jim Baker 

12/20  Ann Culberson 

12/29  Christi Council 

12/29  Joseph Hughes, Jr. 

12/30  Rebecca Meade 

CHILDREN’S CORNER (CHILDREN OF ALL AGES) 

You will need to gather the following supplies:  
Scissors 
3 green pipe cleaners 
2 purple pipe cleaners 
1 pink pipe cleaner 
4 yellow buttons 
Directions for assembly:  
Step 1:  Connect (by twisting) three green pipe cleaners end 
to end to make one long stick.  
Step 2:  Wrap the stick around a pencil or pen tightly and 
remove it gently.  Bring the ends together to make a circle 
and twist closed. 
Step 3:  To make the candles, cut the purple and pink pipe 
cleaners in half.  Thread the button on. Holding the button 
at the center, fold the piper cleaner in half, and twist it. 
Step 4:  Connect the candles, by curling their bottoms 
around one of the coils in the wreath, and then twisting it 
around itself to hold it in place. Get it real snug so they 
don't fall over.  
Source: https://whenrunningamok.blogspot.com/2012/11/an-advent-
wreath-made-by-kids-for-kids.html 
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FRIDGE NOTES AND REMINDERS 

Pine Grove United Methodist Church 

1130 Jonestown Road 

Winston Salem, NC  27103 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Sundays: *Sunday School 9:45AM 

                  Worship  11:00AM 

*NOTE: If your Class is fully vaccinated, 

you can reconvene in the building at 9:45. 

If you want to join a ZOOM Sunday School                               

                       class, contact the church office for a link. 

                       Wednesdays:  Handbell Choir 6:30PM 

DATES TO REMEMBER FOR DECEMBER/JANUARY  

Nov 28  Hanging of the Greens 

Dec 04  UMW Christmas Party 2PM Fellowship Hall 

Dec 05  Christmas sweaters and masks at worship 

Dec 12  Christmas Love Feast at worship 

Dec 24  Christmas Eve Service 7PM 

Dec 25  Christmas Day (Office Closed) 

Dec 31  New Year’s Eve 

Jan 01   New Year’s Day (Office Closed) 

Jan 13   UMW Pledge Service 7PM (ZOOM) 

 
                                          

 

 

NOTE:  All services and activities are subject to change 

as we respond to the COVID-19 directives. Please check 

our Facebook page and website for updates. If your 

group needs to meet, be safe and contact Pastor      

Marilyn to set-up a ZOOM meeting on-line for you. 


