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Friends,  
And, I do mean friends!  As you have heard me say many times, our life in Christ 
is all about our relationships.  I was reminded of this at my 2-year-delayed 50th 
High School Class Reunion and at Annual Conference.   
When John and I arrived at the reunion, we quickly found my oldest friend.  We 
were not only friends 50+ years ago in High School but for 70 years from the 
time when we were in adjacent cribs in the nursery at Centenary UMC.  We have 
a life-long bond nurtured by our life in the Church.  Like many of you, I have deep 

200+ year roots in the Methodist Church.  My Parents, Grandmother, Aunts, Uncles, and Cousins modeled the 
life of Christian relationships with one another and with their brothers and sisters in Christ.  This included    
inviting every neighbor and co-worker to share in the fellowship they found in the Methodist Church as they   
visited with them on Sunday afternoons. 
When I arrived for Annual Conference at Lake Junaluska, I soon found myself alongside friends—both laity and 
clergy—whose relationships I treasure.  We know where one another sit in Stewart Auditorium and if we have 
not already caught-up between meetings and events, we seek each other out at the breaks between sessions:  
friends from my youth, from the churches I attended as an adult, friends from the Divinity School at Duke, 
friends from the churches and the communities where I have served, friends from the UMC connection.  We 
have bonds nurtured by our life in the church. 
Together, we follow the greatest commandment AND the second as Jesus taught us:  “You must love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, with all your being, and with all your mind.  This is the first and greatest           
commandment.  And the second is like it:  You must love your neighbor as you love yourself.  All the Law and 
the Prophets depend on these two commands.” (Matthew 22:37-40, CEB.)  Does this make us perfect? Of 
course not, we are human and stumble but through the love of God through His Son, Jesus, and the power of 
the Holy Spirit, we can rise up forgiven and continue on our journey towards perfection.  We don’t reach      
perfection by climbing “the corporate ladder” or even climbing to churches with higher and higher steeples.  
We move on to perfection through loving God and loving our neighbors—the ones who are our friends already 
and the ones God puts in our path to love and whom we are called to nurture through deepening relationships.  
As I enter into retirement from day-to-day ministry, I pray that I will continue to follow Jesus along the path to 
perfection alongside all of you—my friends. 
Your sister in Christ,  
Marilyn 
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LEADERSHIP TEAM NEWS                                                   

Christian Acts Needed 
As you already know 2022 has 
been going by at breakneck 
speed, and in that time we have 
had so many things going on in 
our church family that they    
cannot possibly all be listed. We 

have added members. We have lost loving members. We 
have repaired a House of Hope and made it ready for its 
intended mission. We have housed a family that had to 
flee from their country. We have fed the hungry. We have 
prayed, and prayers have been answered. We have had 
great sickness and sorrow but we have also had great 
healing and joy. We have readied ourselves to retire our 
beloved Pastor Marilyn, and we have worked to welcome 
our new (and soon to be loved) Pastor Sandra. We have 
improved our online service capabilities and we are slowly 
building back our in-place service experience. Many of you 
have been a part of our ongoing service to our Lord and 
your Leadership Team thanks you for all you do. 
As we evolve into our new post pandemic condition, we 
need everyone to dust off those cobwebs and help us      
re-new our church. We have lost members, and health 
conditions will keep some of our number confined to their 
homes for some time still. We cannot afford to be         
consumed by what we don’t have. We have to rejoice in 
what we do have and those things that we can do to bring     
disciples to Jesus Christ. The mission of our church has 
never changed through wars and tribulations. (Yes, I dared 
to use that word.) If you look at the picture of Pine 
Grove’s founding Fathers you will see they numbered far 
less than our current numbers. It’s hard to tell with the 
beards but they might have been as old as most of us. 
What did they do? They created a church that ministered 
to the people, that brought souls to Jesus Christ, and as a 
result, they grew. 
We are currently small in number but I like to think we are 
large in faith. Your church needs each and every member 
to be a part of what we do. The 8 members of your     
Leadership Team need to focus on the Missions that best 
suit our church family and who we are. We need you to 
help us in identifying and working to make those minis-
tries a reality. Those things that we must do to sustain our 
church still need doing even as we reach out to bring    
disciples to Christ and minister to those in need. We need 
more Christians sitting in our pews on Sunday to be able 
to do what God intends for Pine Grove to do. Each of us  

Notes from 

Rickie 

knows someone who is home on Sunday mornings that 

needs to feel the power of our Lord. Do not hesitate to 

reach out. We are in a community of unchurched, we have 

to lead them to our door. Our altar and the work of the 

Holy Spirit will do the rest.  

In Sunday School we have been studying the book of 

James. James does not fight fair at all. In one verse he is 

telling us that it is by our faith that we will be saved and 

then he turns around and says if you have the faith, the 

acts have to follow. He more than implies if you don’t see 

the act, the faith is not really there. Think about it, when 

we say “that person really kept the faith “we are judging 

by how that person lived and his actions. We should all 

want that said about us. 

It’s the job of your Leadership Team to assure that there 

are always Christian acts that need doing so that we don’t 

have to worry about James. We have facilities that need 

constant attention. We have a Hope House that needs a 

dedicated sponsor. We have financial obligations that we 

must meet. We have that next mission just waiting for the 

idea and the sponsor to make it real. We need those       

disciples for Christ brought to our door. 

Celebrate who you are and the Lord that loves you all the 

time. Be the best Christian you can be and Pine Grove will 

be there to provide you with the place to put your faith 

and to perform your acts of Christian love. Crowns in   

heaven brought to you by hard work at Pine Grove. A 

worthwhile tradeoff I would think. 

-Rickie Shutt, Church Leadership Team Chair 
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Eight churches participated in the May 28, 2022 Rise Against Hunger campaign 
event held at Pine Grove.  We would like to thank the members of Brookstown, 
Concord, Harmony Grove, Lewisville, New Day, Pine Grove, Sharon, and             
Redemption Hill for all their help in fund raising and packing food.  Our missional 
network raised $5,462 and we were able to pack 66 cases of food which came to 
14,256 meals.  Praise God!  Below are some highlights of a time well spent. 

 
 

RISE AGAINST HUNGER EVENT HIGHLIGHTS 
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       NURTURE MINISTRIES 

Crisis Control  
July: Toilet Tissue 
 

Believe it or not, it is time to start 

thinking about Christmas and our 

card ministry to the local care     

facilities.  We are again in need of 

cards to be distributed.  As you   

receive those unsolicited cards in 

the mail, please bring them to the church and place 

them on the table in the Narthex. As you go to yard 

sales, keep your eyes out for possible cards.   We are in 

need of Christmas, Thinking of You and Birthday cards.  

Last year approximately 1100 cards were distributed to 

nine facilities in our area.  Just a card with a simple hand-

written message means so much to people. It really 

brightens their days.   Joyce Long, Becky Meade and Sue 

Morgan prepare the cards and distribute them.   

Cards to our shut-ins are collected and distributed three 

times a year- at Christmas, Easter and mid-summer to 

remind our shut-in that they are loved and remembered.  

Bags will be placed in the Narthex on August 14 and they 

will be delivered on Sunday, August 28.  Please take a 

minute to remember these dear ones and let them know 

we still care.   The names of the recipients are listed   

below. Also, please continue to remember the inmates 

in our Prison Ministry with cards and letters. They are 

always so happy to hear from you.  

-Sue Morgan 

 

Kate Ashe 

Jean and Jim Baker 

Eunice and Julian Blackburn 

Jane Bullard 

Rhonda Duhon 

Wilma Falls 

Gladys Hockaday 

Margaret Holcomb 

Margaret McLeod 

Wanda Moser 

Melody Myers 

Joseph Shutt 

Jane White 

Maude White 

August:   

Peanut Butter or Jelly 

Please remember to drop off your Crisis Control donations 

in the basket in the narthex. Please call the church office to 

see if we are open if you choose to donate during the 

week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pine Grove UMC has received gifts to the glory of God and 

in memory of Melba Williams Tesh by: 

Robert Bennett 

Ray & Joan Byrd 

Janice Foster 

Kenneth Lisk 

Friendship of Willing Workers Sunday School Class 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The family of Melba Tesh would like to thank you 

for the deli and fruit tray. Your kindness and  

prayers have meant a lot to us at this time. Our 

mother dearly loved her Pine Grove Church family. 

Sincerely, 

Larry Clark & Karen Fowler 
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June was a very busy month 
for the Pine Grove United 
Women in Faith. Our unit 
hosted the district, Wear a 
Hat, Bring a Hat Tea. With 
the help of the other units 
in our district, we collected 

552 hats to donate to cancer patients. 

 

We also have our ongoing service project which is making 
sanitary kits for girls and women in need. In June, we had 
Nick RiCharde join our group along with the local Home-
making Club. Nick is a theater and costume design major, 
in his Junior year at NC State. If you are interested in   
joining our group sometime, contact Jean or Polly. 

 

Mission U  at Pfeiffer  University is on 
July 14-17. If you need information 
on registering for this event, contact 
Jean.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

       UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH 

The United Women in Faith will be taking orders for  

cookies and pastry beginning August 3rd. Orders will be 

available for pick up August 17. This fundraiser will help 

support the mission projects of the United Women in 

Faith of Pine Grove , so any help you can give is greatly 

appreciated. 

 

One purpose of UWF is  

“to expand concepts of 

mission through partici-

pation in the global  min-

istries of the Church." 

We are thankful UMCOR 

is doing their part in 

helping the people of 

Ukraine. Polly will be teaching a class in Ukrainian 

Pysanky (the art of waxing eggs in religious symbols)  on 

August 6, at 10AM in the fellowship hall. The cost will be 

$3.00 for supplies. All supplies will be furnished; but you 

must bring your own white raw eggs. To come to the 

workshop, you must let Polly know and she will tell you 

how to prepare your eggs. 

 

Rhita Newcomb was one of 

the speakers at the Spiritual 

Enrichment Retreat at Lake 

Junaluska in June. She talked 

about the Legacy Fund. This 

is a fund for which all United 

Women in Faith are asked to         

contribute to yearly in order for future generations to 

have the support needed to keep our mission projects 

going.  This was a 3 day conference event, attended in 

person by 161 women across the Western North Carolina 

Conference. Jean Wall attended with Rhita while Polly 

Caudle joined in virtually on Zoom  

 Our next regular UWF meeting will be August 11.  We 

hope to see you there.                                            -Jean Wall 



Personal Witness Corner allows members to share a testimony and views 

are solely that of the author.  Articles will be published as space permits.. 
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 ANNUAL CONFERENCE NEWS                                      PERSONAL WITNESS CORNER 

Forgotten Things About the Serpent 

 

We are all familiar with the account written in Genesis 3 

where the serpent tempted Eve to eat the fruit from the 

tree in the midst of the garden which the Lord forbid 

them to eat. (Read Genesis 3:1-6) 

Genesis 3:1 tells us that the serpent was more subtle 

(delicately constructed; fine; rarefied) than any beast of 

the field which the Lord God had made. 

Another book which I have read called The Lost Books of 

the Bible and The Forgotten Books of Eden describes the 

serpent as the most exalted, most beautiful and fairest 

of all beasts that dwelt in one beautiful abode, to which 

all other animals came from elsewhere to see and where 

it drank, they drank. 

The Curse (Genesis 3:14-15) 

  “And the Lord God Said until the serpent, ‘Because thou 

hast done this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and 

above every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou 

go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life: and I 

will put enmity (hatred) between thee and the woman, 

and between thy seed and her seed,  and he shall bruise 

thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.”  

Now the serpent became slippery, and the meanest of 

all the beasts. It crept on its breast and went on its belly. 

Once the most beautiful of creatures had been changed 

to the ugliest of them all. Instead of feeding on the best 

food, now it turned to eat the dust.  Instead of dwelling, 

as before in the best places, now it lived in the dust. 

Before, when it had been the most beautiful of all the 

beasts and all stood dumb at its beauty, it was now    

abhorred (hated) of them. 

Where the serpent had drank before, the beasts drank 

also the same; now, after becoming venomous, by      

reason of God’s curse, all beasts fled from its abode and 

would not drink of the water it drank. 

In the September issue you will learn how Satan used 

the serpent again to take revenge on Adam and Eve   

because of the curse God had put upon him. It reveals 

what kind of snake the serpent became. It’s deadly seed 

still lives today.                                                               

 -Joan Byrd 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The 2022 Western North Carolina Annual Conference was 
held at Lake Junaluska from June 16-19. 
The theme and graphic-Connect, Imagine, Engage was    
designed by Kevin Ache, and the image symbolizes people 
gathered, centered on the cross and encircled by the Holy 
Spirit to be sent out into the world.  The design also        
embodied the vision for the Conference’s return to in-
person gathering, and also served as a hopeful reminder for 
laity and clergy to not only stay connected to God and one      
another but to respond to Jesus’ command to love our 
neighbor as churches engage their communities, and to 
also remember that God is able to accomplish abundantly 
far more than we can ask or imagine as stated in Ephesians 
3:20. 
Rev. Dr. Edgardo Colón-Emeric, Dean of Duke Divinity 
School, preached the opening  worship service on Friday 
morning; the Reverend Dawn M. Hand led a Celebration of 
Life Worship service on Saturday morning, and Bishop    
Kenneth Carter preached the closing worship service on 
Sunday.   
Throughout the conference, attendees were given plenty of 
opportunities to connect, imagine and engage. As  an act of 
engagement and connection, attendees were reminded 
that as a Conference, we have the gift of “connectionalism” 
that enables us to easily share our combined resources with 
one another. Therefore, part of this years Annual            
Conference offering will be shared with small, rural, and 
churches of color in Western NC that are ready and willing 
to explore how digital resources can impact their worship 
as well as engage their communities to make disciples of 
Jesus Christ. 
If you would more information regarding the Annual       
Conference’s programs, reports, publications, and special 
events including the Juneteenth Gospel Celebration Service, 
just go to https://www.wnccumc.org/ac2022-publications 
 
Source:https://wnc-email.brtapp.com/files/content/departments/
ministerial+services/ac+2022/2022p%26r.pdf 
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AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

                   8/01  Homer Craig 

                   8/02  Lisa Hale 

     8/04  Vivian F. Tanner 

                   8/06  Colton Bodenhamer 

     8/08   Erica Hall 

                   8/08  Tori Bodenhamer   

                   8/11  Janice Foster 

     8/13  Stephanie Kimel 

     8/13  Kimaly Forester 

     8/14  Becky Muenchow 

     8/14  Maude White (101!) 

     8/15  Kathy Neace 

     8/16  Clark Pugh 

     8/17  Byron East 

     8/18  Scott Pugh 

     8/18  Claude Smith 

     8/25  Michael H. Semones 

     8/27  Lauren Zimmerman 

     8/29  Baxter Cromer 

     8/30  Wilma Falls 

     8/30  Carolyn Joyner 

     8/31  Eunice Blackburn 

     8/31 Brenda Foster Transou 

JULY BIRTHDAYS 

                                    7/10  Hilda Cox 

         7/12  Greg Hall 

         7/13  Elizabeth Bullard 

         7/13  Jay Caudle 

         7/14  Tommy Westmoreland 

         7/14  Jill Bodenhamer 

         7/15  Jack Joyce 

         7/16  Sara Scott 

         7/20  Alexander Caviness 

         7/23  Michael Roberts 

         7/26  Cindy Spach 

         7/28  Karen Cromer 

         7/29  Sandra Ward 

         7/30  Phillip Hendrix 

         7/30  Kathy Joyner 

         7/30  Rev. Marilyn Weiler 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Please accept our apology if we missed your birthday or anniver-

sary.  Please let the church office or someone in Sunrise Fellowship know so that the list will complete next time. 

          JULY ANNIVERSARIES 

                     7/03 Dewey & Patsy Bodenhamer

       7/04 Rickie & Beckie Shutt 

       7/11 Paul & Burlee Jones 

                    7/24  Mike & Cindy Zimmerman                      

                    7/28  John & Marilyn Weiler 

                    7/30  Jim & Kathy Neace 

     AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 

        8/04  Mark & Kathy Joyner 

        8/10  Mike & Linda Kite 

        8/21  Mark & Cindy Ellis 

        8/27  Jim & Becky Meade 

        8/31  T.L. & Peggy Griffith 

   

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 



NOTE: if you would like to receive an electronic 

Version of this newsletter e-mailed to you one 

Week early instead of waiting for the printed hard copy, 

E-mail Debbie Sheppard at pinegroveumcws@gmail.com 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

NOTES AND REMINDERS 

Pine Grove United Methodist Church 

1130 Jonestown Road 

Winston Salem, NC  27103 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

     DATES TO REMEMBER WEEKLY  

     Sundays: *Sunday School 9:45 AM  

                        Worship 11AM 

   Tuesdays:  Prayer Group via ZOOM 7PM  

*NOTE: if you want to join a ZOOM Sunday 

School class, contact the church office for a  

                        link. 

DATES TO REMEMBER FOR JULY /AUGUST 

July 01 Pastor Sandra Ireson first day at Pine Grove 

July 04 Happy Independence Day! Let Freedom Ring! 

July 10 Pastor Sandra’s first Sunday to preach 

Aug 03 UWF Cookie and Pastry sale begins 

Aug 06 Ukrainian Pysanky with Polly 10AM  

             (Fellowship Hall) 

Aug 06 PGUMC/Redemption Hill Baby Shower for 

              Shamilla Gawar; 2PM (Fellowship Hall) 

Aug 17 UWF Cookie and Pastry orders available for pick up 

              Time to be determined 

 

 


