
Pine Grove United Methodist 

Friends, it is with joy that I say this past 6 months have been a blessing to me. My family has 

been welcomed as the “Pastor’s family” and thoroughly enjoy being a part of Pine Grove UMC. 

As we do each year, the leadership team and I have had discussions surrounding the appoint-

ment process for each clergy and church. I have requested to remain at Pine Grove UMC for 

another year. I hope you will join me in prayers, seeking God’s guidance as we move forward 

into the New Year. 

I wish for you and your families to have a blessed and Happy New Year!  

Happy New Year!?  No sooner than I finish typing that greeting,  I look at the calendar and see that by February we will  

enter the season of Lent. Many people have heard the phrase Lenten Season, but how many are dedicated to the           

observance of Lent?  I asked a group of young adults once if they knew why we observe Lent.  The response was not what I 

expected, but sadly what is reality for many who are not familiar with the true meaning of being in a right  relationship with 

God. Lent is a period of forty days, not counting Sundays, which begins Ash Wednesday and ends on Maundy Thursday 

(February 22-April 6).  The Lenten season is an opportunity for Christians to prepare for Easter through prayers,               

repentance, and self-denial.  In explaining what Lent means, it was a good reminder to myself as well that I needed to     

revisit the way I prepare for the celebration of God’s gift in Christ to us and the sacrifice Jesus made on the cross for our 

sins. 

• Prayers are an opportunity to spend time alone with God in conversation.  Sharing the desires of our hearts,  calling out 

our sins, and naming our faults to God in confession is cleansing for us, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just 

and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.” 1 John 1:9   

• Repentance is not an easy thing to do.  It requires us to be honest and confess our sins.  It is also an opportunity to  

refresh our relationship with Christ.  Naming our sins and being held accountable for our actions is a way of making us 

mindful of how we should conduct ourselves at all times as Christians, “Then I acknowledged my sin to you and did not 

cover up my iniquity.  I said, ‘I will confess my transgressions to the Lord’, And you forgave the guilt of my sin.” Psalm 

32:5. 

• Self-denial may mean taking away or adding to our daily rituals.  It is a small sacrifice we give of ourselves so that our 

prayer life may increase, thus developing a stronger relationship with Christ. “Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone 

would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.” Matt. 16:24 

Jesus taught each of these things as a faithful practice as being in the right relationship with God throughout his life.  He 

made sacrifices while denying himself of food and rest.  Jesus also faced temptations by Satan, yet he remained faithful to 

God the Father.  Ultimately, freely giving his own life was the sacrifice made for each of us, that we might come to know 

peace and have a lasting relationship with Christ.  The season of Lent is a reminder of what Christ did on our behalf so that 

we do not have to pay a price for our own salvation.   

May we seek opportunities to spend time with God through prayer, the study of scriptures, meditation, and worship during 

the season of Lent.  Our whole being will grow in faith and strengthen our relationship with Christ. 

-Pastor Sandra 
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                                                      LEADERSHIP TEAM  

Our year comes to an end with great joy, peace, and grace. We are truly grateful to Pastor 
Sandra for coming to Pine Grove and we look forward to her being with us for a long time to 
come. Your Leadership Team has requested that (God willing) Pastor Sandra be considered 
for reassignment to Pine Grove next year, as Methodists one never knows but we can hope; 
however, for her time with us thus far we are truly grateful. We appreciate her leadership 
and the grace that she brings to Pine Grove. 
Thanks must go out to our current Leadership Team for all that they have done this last year. 

They have spent long hours working for your Church, keeping it operating and on task with our Church’s missions. We 
look forward to our upcoming year and our added team members as they take on their roles. May God bless you all. 
Also, thanks go out to all of you who have organized and participated in the missions of the church, those of you who 
have helped keep our facilities operating and in order, those of you who have been Prayer Warriors for our church, and 
for those who have so graciously given (see 4th quarter giving totals below) to help the church stay in the service of our 
Lord. As a church body we are grateful for so much. 
The purpose of our Church is simple, to worship and serve our Lord and to love and serve our neighbors. As members of 
Pine Grove, we are tasked to live our lives in such a way that it might inspire and bring others to Christ. The missions of 
our Church are intended to provide opportunities for everyone in our congregation to help fulfill this purpose. Please be 
ready as the new year starts to take on whatever tasks the Lord calls on you to do. At Pine Grove, we might be few in 
number, but with God’s guidance we can do wonderous things. 
May God continue to bless Pine Grove so that we may continue to carry His will into the world. 
God’s Will be done in all things. 
-Rickie Shutt, Leadership Team Chair 
 

4th Quarter Giving:    October-$17,919.50;  November-$29,197.60;  December-$17,219.38 

2022 Laity Awards 

Congratulations to the  2022 

Laity Award winners:  Sue & 

Stan Morgan, (pictured left) 

and Bonny Moran, (pictured 

right). 

These three individuals have 

been industrious in serving 

at Pine Grove.  Stan is on the 

Leadership team, Sue heads 

up the Nurture team and 

both work with endowment, 

Hope House, the parsonage 

and anywhere there is a 

need.  

Bonny chairs the Altar guild 

team and works hard to 

make sure that we have a 

beautiful and welcoming 

Narthex and Sanctuary each 

week.  
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                                                                 NURTURE MINISTRIES 

Congregational Care 
Project Christmas Joy was started 
several years ago by Carol Evans.  
She had Jewish friends who gave 
her cards to use and she saw the 
potential of sharing them with 
people in nursing homes and    
assisted living facilities.  She asked 

me to take over the project when she became ill.   
2022 was the third year of this project and it is undertaken 
by Sue, Becky Meade, and Joyce Long.  The cards have 
been provided by church members and friends.  Typically 
these cards are received as gifts from charities that mem-
bers contribute to during the year and they are thank you 
gifts.  The assortment of cards is lovely.   
Each card has a handwritten message from Pine Grove.  
This year, thanks to your generosity and kindness, 845 
Christmas cards and birthday cards have been delivered to 
facilities in our community.   
Christmas Cards have been delivered to:  South Fork Assist-
ed Living (75), The Crest of Clemmons (50), Clemmons   
Village I (60), Clemmons Village II (60), Trinity Elms Assisted 
Living (90), Trinity Elms Rehab (100), Bermuda Commons 
(85), Accordius of Clemmons (80).   
Birthday cards have been delivered to:  Clemmons Village I 
(60), Clemmons Village II (60), The Crest of Clemmons (50) 
and South Fork Assisted Living (75) 
As we look forward to 2023, please remember this project 
throughout the year.  Christmas Cards, Birthday cards and 
Thinking of You cards are accepted.  As you find cards on 
sale or at a yard sale or receive them unsolicited in the 
mail, think of this project. This is a perfect opportunity to 
empty a desk drawer of accumulated and unused cards.  
Please leave on the desk in the church Narthex. They will 
be signed and ready for delivery next Christmas.  As the 
number of cards increases, we can provide them to other 
facilities.   
With our thanks for your participation,   
-Sue Morgan 
 
 NOTE:  Be on the lookout for either phone tree or e-mail 
announcements for our next card sharing event for Pine 
Grove shut ins, which usually comes around Easter. Also, 
we try to keep our cares list as up to date as possible and 
will post it from time to time in the bulletin. You may also 
call the church office to get and updated copy. As always, if 
you would like to be a part of the Care/Nurture team    
contact Sue. 

Hope House    

We were happy to help provide a 

place for Josiah and his family to 

stay while he was undergoing treat-

ment at Atrium Health.  He and his 

family also chose to worship with us 

on several Sundays during their 

stay.  Before leaving, Josiah’s mother wanted to make sure 

that the Pine Grove members knew how grateful the family 

was and she left this note: 

We are so grateful to the Pine Grove family and especially 

to Ms. Peggy. We have been in this cozy little home for a 

little over a month as my son, Josiah, recovered from brain 

surgery. This home has been a safe, quiet, homey place for 

our family to be. We are so grateful to Pastor Sandra and 

the Pine Grove family for their kindness to the body or 

Christ. It’s been such a blessing to find an entire home open 

for such a wonderful use. It has been a miracle for our    

family. Please continue this wonderful ministry. We have 

wonderful memories for our family and we are especially 

grateful for Ms. Peggy, our new dear friend. 

May God continue to revive and uphold Pine Grove Church. 

Love 

Tracey, Abigail, Arielle and Josiah 

 

 

 

WELCOME TO THE PINE GROVE FAMILY! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We  would like to extend a warm welcome to Mike  

Rumple who joined our Pine Grove family in October of 

2022.  So happy you will be worshipping and serving with 

us, Mike. 
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OUTREACH MINISTRIES 

Crisis Control Foods of the Month 
 

January:  Canned Stew 

 

 

 February:  Instant Potatoes 

 

 

March:  Pancakes/Syrup 

Penny Campaign 2022 Update: 

A big thank you to all those who brought in 

your dollars and change donations for the 

2022 Penny Campaign back in December.  

We collected, and Polly delivered $67.  

Make a New Year’s Resolution to start sav-

ing your loose coins right now, and we 

could definitely surpass our donation for 

2022.  Let’s try! 

 

Refugee House Ministry 

Everyday and in some way, 

God  is not only blessing you, 

but may be using you to be a 

blessing to others in need. As 

we approach the new year, I hope that we will pause 

and reflect on the ways that the Lord blessed and 

brought us through 2022, and then take a moment to 

thank Him for how He will bless and use us to bless   

others for His Glory in 2023. 

God continues to use willing servants of Pine Grove to 

minister to the Gawar family who came to reside in the 

Refugee House at Sara Lane on February 15, 2022.  

Technically, the residential agreement would be up in 

February of 2023 and the Gawar’s are currently working 

with World Relief agents to find housing; however there 

is a 6 month waiting list for government assisted     

housing and the children’s school doesn’t end until June; 

therefore, the Leadership Team has extended the lease 

agreement through June 15.  Mr. Gawar sends his many 

thanks to the Pine Grove members for your help and 

understanding.                                                            -Debbie 

Prison Ministry Team News 

We are excited to tell you that 

with the donations that we got 

from Pine Grove’s prison minis-

try in addition to donations from 

another Methodist church in 

Charlotte, as well as one of 

Mark’s former middle school teachers, Mark and his 

committee at Nash Correctional were once again  

financially able to produce a Christmas party for over 

five hundred inmates in December 2022 at the Nash 

Correctional facility.  

We have been able to multiply the attendees by 

two (a total of 100 men) from the previous year 

(2021).  Our funds provided gift bags with hygiene 

products and special treats from the canteen,        

created by Mark and his committee, who work weeks 

in advance to make this happen.  

Games such as bingo, trivia, talent competitions, and 

corn hole, just to name a few, help these inmates 

from all walks of life to blend together in the same 

big room and get to know each other when they    

otherwise might not.  

The guards say they have never seen anything like 

the camaraderie that is shared in these special      

moments. Some inmates even ask to transfer to 

this prison because of this one-of-a-kind event.  And 

permeating the event is the real reason for the      

celebration, the birth of our Savior.   

The Prison Ministry Team would like to thank you for 

letting us represent you in this way. Please know that 

because of you, someone had a happy moment and a 

time to enjoy the reason for the season that they 

might otherwise would not have had.  

Lastly, I don’t want to forget to mention that Sue 

Morgan contributed to the festivities by addressing 

and sending over one hundred cards.    

Happy New Year and thank you again for your cards,        

donations, and prayers. 

-Marilyn, John, and Dee Anne 
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Children’s Ministry Outreach 

In 2022 the Children’s Ministry team 

got to bring back Trunk or Treat after 

a COVID hiatus.  Kyle Joyce and his 

team of Pine Grove volunteers, 

along with some family members 

and friends that Pastor Sandra recruited, were able 

to spread some Halloween fun to approximately 200 

children and parents of the community.  In addition, 

a new outreach event called Cookies with Santa was 

offered, and approximately 50 community members 

attended.  Below are some picture highlights. 

 

OUTREACH MINISTRIES  

Saving Grace Through Faith Ministry Thanksgiving 

To God be the Glory! Thank you to my church family and 

friends that came out on Thanksgiving Eve and or 

Thanksgiving Day to bless others with food! Without you 

I could not have made this happen. From taping crosses 

on boxes, to spooning cranberry sauce, to cutting pump-

kin pies I thank you from the bottom of my heart. We fed 

80 homeless people, as well as 39 hungry and/or less 

fortunate folks. Thank you Jesus!  

( Some pictures of the event are posted below.) 

-Susette Westmorland 
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                                                  UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH  

In October we hosted the Yadkin Valley district training for UWF at Pine Grove. 

We celebrated with joy at our World Thank Offering program in November, and we          

delivered a spaghetti meal for around 50 people at the SECU house. 

In December we hosted the church wide covered dish Christmas luncheon and we collected 

sanitary supplies for homeless women. 

In January we will have our pledge service on Zoom on the 12th at 7 PM. Let Jean know if 

you need a link. Each year our unit pledges around $2,000 which goes into the missions account. This money is used 

both locally  and internationally, depending on the greatest need for women and children. In February we will provide 

a Valentine’s Day treat bag for the ladies at the UMAR house. We are asking for volunteers to bring little Valentine’s 

Cards (the ones designed for school age children are fine) and small treats. Small amounts of money like quarters or 

dollar bills would be appreciated. They get the chance periodically to shop at Dollar Tree and they appreciate the cash. 

We do want to make all the bags as close to the same as possible. There are about 14 ladies of different ages and    

abilities who live in two houses. I will be getting the list of names out by the end of January. The list will be emailed to 

members but a copy will be in the history room too. 

Our March meeting will be on Zoom on the 9th. All women in the church are encouraged to attend. Feel free to invite 

a friend. Membership in our church is not required. 

-Jean Wall 

United Women in Faith 4th Quarter Highlights 
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MUSIC MINISTRY NEWS 

 

BIRTHDAYS                                                      
 

 

 
                     

 
1/07 Pastor Sandra Ireson              1/26 Mike Rumple 
1/12 Olivia Shutt                               1/28 Debbie Sheppard 
1/19 Anna Hale                                 1/30 T.L. Griffith 
1/19 Wanda Moser 
1/23 Stan Morgan 
1/25 Karen Montgomery 
 
 

 
FEBRUARY 

 
2/01 Gina Abshire                              2/18 Chris Council 
2/01 Mark Mercer       2/18 Micah Fuller 
2/01 Barbara Smith       2/19 Jeremy Roberts 
2/04 Peggy Williams       2/20 Christina Fonda 
2/05 Paul Jones, Jr.       2/23 Jeffrey Shutt 
2/08 Betty Stallings       2/24  Katie Buchanan 
2/13 Charita Brewer       2/27 Franklin Stump 
2/16 Todd Buchanan 
2/17 Susan Buchanan 
   
        MARCH 
 
3/05 Jon Kite        3/20 Mark Ellis 
3/06 Bill Brown        3/20 Mike Zimmerman 
3/06 Kerry Buchanan       3/23 Anthony Pleasant 

3/10 Julian Blackburn       3/27 Andrew Hawkins 

3/10 Robin Pugh       3/29 Jennifer Pleasant 

3/13 Benjamin Fuller       3/30 Jeff Brewer 
3/14 John Mercer       3/30 Kyle Joyce 
3/16 Melanie Niblock       3/31 Norm Brogdon 
3/16 Sara Scott 
 
 
          
 

 
 
 
 

Please accept our apology if we missed your birthday  

Please let the church office know so that the list will    

complete next time. 

         JANUARY 

We would like to give a big thank you to our Music         

Director, Beverly Myers, the Chancel Choir, and the Hand-

bell Choir for all your hard work in making our 2022      

worship services and the 2022 Advent season special and       

memorable. Thank you for sharing your talents with the 

Pine Grove Family. 

Christmas Songs of Worship December 25, 2022 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

Pine Grove United Methodist Church 

1130 Jonestown Road 

Winston Salem, NC  27103 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Pastor:  Sandra Ireson 

1130 Jonestown Road 

Winston Salem, NC 27103 

Telephone: 336-765-2569 

  pinegroveumcws@gmail.com 

 

Sunday:  *Sunday School 9:45 

                   Worship 11AM 

Tuesday:   Prayer Group via ZOOM 7PM 

Wednesday:  Chancel Choir    5PM 

                         Handbell Choir  6:30PM 

 

*NOTE: If you want to join a ZOOM Sunday School 

class, contact the church office for a link. 

 


