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The Pine Grove Church Council has worked diligently
to keep us an effective church body through the
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pandemic and the ongoing challenges of these times.
Know Your Pine Grove Family…2
Our current UMC Council system has been in effect
Church Council article cont…….2
for as long as we can remember. The Committee/
Organizational Chart……………….3
Council process that we currently use is the same
Witness & Outreach.....…………..4
system we had in the 70's-(a structure composed of various committees bringing
Prison Ministry News……..………4
ideas, opportunities, challenges to the Council for deliberation and decisions that
Memorials………………………………4
sometimes took weeks if not months to finalize). Given our current times where
UMW News…………………….……..4
decisions need to be made in a few hours or a few days, we have discovered that the
A Word from Rickie………………..5
old structure is not as effective; therefore, we see a great need to change to a
Personal Witness Corner………..6
Council system that can better accommodate/serve the Pine Grove family.
Baby Shower Invitation.………….7
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Methodist Church:
1) We never want to lose sight of our ultimate goal/focus of making disciples of Jesus
Christ for the transformation of the world. Because of worldly issues, we are
sometimes faced with challenges/opportunities that require quick decisions and responses.
Operating by committee is not the most effective or quickest way for a church to make some of these decisions.
2) The members of the new leadership team by necessity, would be required to bring any concerns, ideas, new
missions or ministry opportunities of any church member directly to the leadership team. Previously these ideas or
concerns may have gotten lost at the committee level. This new leadership team would add transparency and
confidence.
3) The new leadership team would be charged with oversight of all the duties and responsibilities of the old system:
Finance, Staff -Parish, Trustees, Nurture, Communications, Worship, Outreach, Witness, and Missions.
4) This leadership team would need to meet on a regular schedule (yet to be determined) but probably monthly,
when possible. It would also have the ability to hold a special called meeting if circumstance required.
5) We know that God will bring dedicated servants selected from our members, equipped by the Holy Spirit with new
ideas that will help make up this leadership team. If any of you feel called by God to help carry on the work of our ….
(This article continued on page 2)

KNOW YOUR PINE GROVE FAMILY

Rhonda Duhon is our featured member of Pine Grove
United Methodist Church this month. Rhonda grew up in
Courtney, North Carolina, located in Yadkin County.
Throughout her childhood she frequented multiple
churches. She attended a Baptist Church in Yadkin County,
she went to services at Jonestown Baptist with her aunt Ruby, as well as Victory Baptist Church in Clemmons. She
attended services at Pine Grove where her grandmother,
Drudie Porter, was a member.
Throughout the early years of her adult life after graduating
from Forbush High School, she floated back and forth
between jobs in Winston-Salem living in both Forsyth
County and Yadkin County.
In 2005 she joined Pine Grove UMC and has been a member
since. She became close with a fellow member, Karen
Cromer on a mission trip. After Karen married her husband
Baxter Cromer, Rhonda and Baxter talked at a Pine Grove
Function and found out that their grandmothers were
sisters! They figured it out because a lot of their shared
ancestors were buried at the New Philadelphia Moravian
Church Cemetery.
Rhonda brings many gifts to the church, but there are two
that really stand out. The first is that she is a member of the
tech team. The second is that because of all the churches
she attended, she spent a substantial part of her life
studying and exploring what it means to be a Christian.
Ronda, we thank you and appreciate all the gifts and talents
you bring in service to the Pine Grove family.
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by Andrew Wissick

(Church Council article continued from front page)
….Church by serving on this team, please let the current
Council know of your interest. We have a constant need for
disciples to carry out the work of the church. Term limits will
be a part of this system. The Nominations Committee will be
separate from this leadership team. Please see the insert of
the new organizational chart on page 3 of this newsletter for
an idea of where you can best serve.
6) We have a coach provided by the Conference who will aid
us through this transition process.
Since the UMC does allow churches to modify their Council
systems, we have submitted a request for approval by the
District Superintendent to go to our membership to request a
vote on this change. This change would eliminate some of the
separate committees we now are required to have and would
create a new Leadership Team of 9 to 12 who would still be
responsible for oversight of all of the old committee and
Council responsibilities.
Our first step is that the Church must approve of our request
to the UMC to allow us to undertake this new system before
we can get to work on the details. The change requires 70
percent of those in attendance at a church conference to vote
in favor of this change. Whoever is in attendance will make up
the quorum. We would like to hold this church conference
vote after our service on October the 31st. We would
appreciate your attendance and your votes. Voting by Zoom
will also be available for those unable to attend in person. This
change has nothing to do with the turmoil that seems to be a
part of the United Methodist Church, but has everything to do
with our current Church moving forward and doing our part to
further God's plan and using the people and resources of Pine
Grove UMC in the most effective and efficient ways possible
for the glory of God.
In Christ Service,
Ann Culbertson, Rhita Newcomb, Rickie Shutt, Jean Wall,
Pastor Marilyn, Susette Westmoreland

The Church Council would like to request that you join them in
praying for God’s guidance for direction in moving forward as
a church body in the future.
Thank you!
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WITNESS & OUTREACH /NURTURE
The Witness and Outreach team would like to thank all
those who have continued to give donations to the Blessing Box. Please keep up the good work, because members
of our community are still utilizing this valuable service.
Please remember to drop off your Crisis Control donations
to the church during office hours or on Sunday in the
Narthex.
Crisis Control
October:
Applesauce
NO GLASS JARS

Prison Ministry Team News
This month we were able to send
money to Nash Correctional which
was used to purchase prizes for a
field day planned for several of the
dorms. The guys were delighted
and so thankful. We hope to be
able to do this again soon.
In addition, we are pleased to announce that we are
sending a few of Joan Byrd’s children’s books to inmates
who are planning to write their own children’s books for
children of inmates. One inmate wrote, “I requested a copy
of a children’s book because I am preparing to write my
own children’s book, and I am trying to read different ones
to see how they are presented to a child. Plus I wanted to
use it as I am tutoring many inmates who still struggle to
read and write.” It is so wonderful to match Joan’s talent
with a need. She and others have done a great job of
continuing to communicate with these young men.
Betty is also working on getting a birthday list.
In conclusion, several of our inmates have had some health
problems. Please pray for them and communicate with
them as they go through tests and procedures.
Thanks for your continued prayers for this valuable
ministry.
-Marilyn & John Mercer and Dee Anne Fortescue
A donation was given to the
Church in memory of
James Orville Cox
By
Hilda Cox
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
Our women have had a busy
month collecting supplies for
flood buckets; the Armenia
blankets and clothing drive;
and thanks to all who donated
we delivered 35 preschool books to the Bethlehem Center.
We recently had another work day to continue our long
term project of making sanitary kits. Incidentally, we
learned that the 4 dozen kits we sent to Costa Rica last
month were delivered and the recipients were grateful.
We walked for mission this month and prayed for our
church as we walked around our building, enjoying the nice
weather and fellowship with all those who participated.
As a part of our Ubuntu day project, on October 28th we
will have a double work time making sanitary kits in the
sewing room with the first session at 10 am and the second
session at 6:30 pm. This will give those with day jobs an
opportunity to participate. We will have sewing and non
sewing activities available; however, if you can’t sew and
would like to learn, I would be happy to teach you.
Don’t forget to get your nut orders to Polly by October 10
as well as any pledge offerings to Peggy Williams, our
treasurer.
Jean Wall 10607jean@gmsil.com
-Jean Wall

Pictured left: Pine
Grove UMC members
sewing kits .
Pictured below:
Some recipients of the
4 dozen kits that
arrived in Costa Rica.

CHURCH COUNCIL
Greetings, Church Family. Seeing many of our number not return after the pandemic has
made for some seriously sad times at Pine Grove of late and has sparked questions from
several of our members. With all the divisiveness within the UMC denomination, it is not
surprising that it has affected some of our beloved members. A few have had to move
away from our area for personal reasons, while others have not returned but choose to
worship with us online due to ongoing concerns relating to the pandemic. Whatever the reason, the effects have
reduced our visible numbers.
Every Sunday is bitter sweet. Seeing those we missed all last year is certainly grounds for celebration, but then again
not seeing so many that we love is heart-breaking at the same time. We should take heart though. I know that some
who no longer attend Pine Grove are attending other churches. We should celebrate them because as dedicated
members of the body of Christ, they cannot help but further our Lord's cause no matter where they serve. Our
Church's mission has always been to bring disciples to Christ, and I can assure you these fellow Christians will carry
the light of Christ and touch many lives wherever they go.
For those of you who have chosen to worship at home, please know that while we miss your physical presence, you
are welcome members of our Holy family. God bless you!
As far as your questions go, I don’t have all the answers either. I am in the same whirlwind of uncertainty as you. But
you must take heart. There is an answer. As John Wesley taught then and now the answers are in the scriptures and
in your prayer talks with God. Even when we stand in the way with our free will, remember that all things are under
God's control at all times. He gave us free will to live and do as we choose. But don’t think for an instant that we can
change God's plan. Nothing surprises God and nothing can frustrate His plans.
I look at the turmoil running through the Christian community much as I look at our current issue with global
warming. Many are convinced that mankind is changing our world and our climate for the worse and that might very
well be. Personally, I am not convinced. Mankind tends to think way too much of itself most of the time. I do know it
is not our world at all, it is God's world. He created the entire universe from nothing. Whatever we do to it God can
cleanup and straighten out in the blink of an eye. The same is true for the Church. Whatever mess our free will gets
us into, whether in the world or in the Church, God can and will straighten it out. I go to bed every night with the
single thought that what happens at Pine Grove is in God’s hands. Not mine, not yours, not Pastor Marilyn’s, only
God’s.
The things we do and say can affect our destiny and also the lives and destiny of all the others we touch. We can
bring others to Christ or we can push them away from Him. We have the power to stop and help others or to cross
the street and do no good. We have the power within us to do God's will and show love to our neighbors. Many
things are beyond our ability to change but nothing is beyond God’s control. As Easter people we must focus on what
we can do and have faith in our God to control the rest.
When you are overpowered and cannot see a way forward, please know that God will show you the way.
Have no doubt, we can screw up a lot and God’s head is probably shaking way more than he is smiling. In the end, it
is truly our father’s world. Climate or Church both are bigger than we are and both are in our God’s loving hands. So,
every night sleep well knowing who is in charge.
Thanks be to God it is not up to us.
-Rickie Shutt,
Church Council Chairperson

A Word
From Rickie
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PERSONAL WITNESS CORNER
The views expressed in this article are solely that of the author, and may not
necessarily represent the views of Pine Grove staff and/or other members..

Baptized by Water & the Holy Spirit
“I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: But he that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am
not worth to bear: He shall baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.” -Matthew 3:11
You know what they say about a picture? “It’s worth a thousand words”. These words could not be more true than
the photos taken the day I got baptized in a creek along with Bobby Joyner, Daphine “Dene” Smith , and Lilly Ann
Shacklett. The Reverend Ed Cochran waded into the water with us to conduct the service as witnesses , including
Lilly’s younger sister, (pictured below) watched form the creek bank. (This happened several years ago, so I cannot
recall who was taking the pictures, but my guess would be my sister, Carolyn.)
Bobby had worn a white shirt and the three of us girls, wore white robes. Reverend Cochran had borrowed a
friend’s fishing pants to wear over his dress pants. He later informed us as he chuckled, that he might as well have
waded into the water with his clothes on because the fishing pants had a leak and he got soaked anyway. I guess
one might say, the preacher got half baptized that beautiful Sunday afternoon too.
I helped Reverend Cochran lower Bobby back in the water first, then Bobby helped him with each girl’s baptism.
When the picture film was developed, the heavenly image that it revealed was amazing. It was a revelation to
heaven’s presence on each one baptized. The first phot was taken right after we went into the water. Nothing
unusual, just what could be seen. A muddy creek with five people starting the service. The next phots were quite
different than the first. The muddy creek wasn’t lit up by the glow of the baptized children of God, and the bright
glow that reflected from us was not on the young girl watching from the bank.
Just recently I noticed something else present in the scene. On the opposite bank, an angel can be seen hovering
just above the ground, wings outstretched. Look closely, can you spot the heavenly being sent to bless us? Patrick,
my guardian angel, pointed it out to me.
That Sunday afternoon we thought we were just getting baptized by water, but the Lord gifted us with His Holy
Spirit and Fire!
-Joan Byrd
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BABY SHOWER INVITATION!

Special Delivery
The Pine Grove United Methodist Women
Would like to invite you to a baby shower as we
celebrate parents to be,

Andrew & Brittany Wissick!
Sunday, October 17th from 2pm-4pm
At Pine Grove UMC
1130 Jonestown, Rd. Winston Salem, NC 27103
Due to Covid restrictions it will be very simple with
social distancing and light refreshments in the
fellowship hall. Masks will be required. Feel free to
come and go anytime as we all share in their
happiness. If you have questions contact Karen Cromer.
Georgia Diane Wissick is due sometime in November.

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
10/01 Ashley Spach
10/05 Courtney Hawkins
10/05 Penny Roberts
10/06 Betty Bell
10/06 Becky Ibele
10/07 Sylvia Chenault
10/08 Cynthia Brouhle
10/09 Kate Ashe
10/09 Jean Wall
10/14 Linda Kite
10/15 Norma Jane Bullard
10/16 Libby Fulk
10/17 Noelle Shutt
10/22 Jane Groce
10/23 Connie Helms
10/24 Pat Wood
10/24 Dee Fair
10/27 Melba Tesh
10/29 John Fonda
10/29 Tara Pope

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES
10/04 Jerry & Joan Davis
10/21 John & Marilyn Mercer
10/23 Bryan & Courtney Hawkins

October 3rd is World Communion Sunday. United
Methodist congregations join many Christian churches
across the globe for this celebration of unity among
churches across denominations. A special offering will be
taken so prayerfully consider what you can give.

Please accept our apology if we missed your birthday or
anniversary. Please let the church office or someone in
Sunrise Fellowship know so that the list will complete next
time.
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FRIDGE NOTES AND REMINDERS
Sundays: *Sunday School 9:45AM
Worship 11:00AM
*NOTE: If you Class is fully vaccinated,
you can reconvene in the building at
9:45. If you want to join a ZOOM
Sunday School class, contact the
church office for a link.
Wednesdays: Handbell Choir 6:30PM

DATES TO REMEMBER FOR OCTOBER
Oct 03 World Communion Sunday/District Superintendent,
Dr. Sam Moore will be our Guest Speaker
Oct 10 UMW Nut orders due
Oct 17 Baby Shower for the Wissick’s; 2PM
Oct 28 UMW Sewing Kits at church 10am and 6:30pm
Oct 25 West Forsyth Missional Network Charge
Conference ZOOM Mtg. 7PM Contact church office to
request a ZOOM link.
Oct 31 Worship celebrating All Saints Day
Oct 31 Church Conference mtg following worship service
Please contact church office for a ZOOM link if you can’t be
present for worship.

NOTE: All services and activities are subject to change as we respond to the COVID-19 directives. Please check our
Facebook page and website for updates. If your group needs to meet, be safe and contact Pastor Marilyn to set-up a
Zoom meeting on-line for you.

Pine Grove United Methodist Church
1130 Jonestown Road
Winston Salem, NC 27103
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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