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By the time you read this, both John and I will have received our
COVID-19 booster shots. I remember how overcome I was with
relief and gratitude when I received the first shot—I literally burst
into tears! Being vaccinated has been a blessing for us—freeing us
to resume some more normal activities. And, because our
daughter, Johanna, had also been vaccinated, we were all able to
come together in person for a long awaited family vacation. Having
access to a vaccine has not just been a blessing for us as a nuclear
family but we are also blessed by being able to come together as a
church family. How wonderful it has been to see one another since we were allowed back together again!
Another blessing I want to share is the opportunity we have to connect with one another digitally. We received three
grants over the last 18 months which have allowed us to expand our ministry to not only our members who are joining us
online but to people from around the world who would never be able to enter our sanctuary. YouTube and Facebook can
tell us the number of devices that join us in worship each week but that number is only a fraction of the total number of
people who join us since there can be more than one person per device. YouTube and Facebook cannot tell us however to
whom those devices belong—we can only know individuals if they “like” us or make a comment. Some of those who have
interacted have been from Peru, Australia, Tennessee, Georgia, Virginia, Ohio, and many counties in NC. With the help of
our new grant, we hope to be able to better reach out and engage the many individuals who join us anonymously. The
grant we have now is a matching grant and we need to raise $1750 to receive $1750. I hope you will all consider helping us
reach this goal.
In such difficult times as we find ourselves, it is sometimes difficult to remember how God continues to walk along side of
us—it is difficult to count our blessings. As we enter into the Thanksgiving Season, I pray that you will be intentional about
naming at least one blessing you have experienced each day and then giving God the praise. According to a university
study released last December, counting your blessing and expressing gratitude can improve your sleep, lower stress,
reduce aches and pains, increase your will power, and help you make friends.*
Finally, I want to share how blessed I feel to serve you and the Pine Grove UMC community. The kind words Rickie Shutt
shared for Pastor Appreciation Sunday and the beautiful roses have thrilled my soul. Thank you one and all. In the picture
above there is a HUGH smile behind the mask! -Pastor Marilyn
*Beth Dreher, “Health Benefits of Gratitude: 5 Ways Counting Your Blessings Can Improve Your Life,” [Updated 12/17/2020. Cited:
10/15/2021.] Online: https://www.thehealthy.com/mental-health/happiness/benefits-gratitude/

2021 LAITY AWARDS

Pastor Marilyn Weiler (far left) and Lay Leader, Rhita
Newcomb (far right), pose with Julian Blackburn and Susette
Westmoreland, recipients of the 2021 Laity Awards.

Richard Stallings is one of the trustees of Pine Grove UMC and
also one of the recipients of the 2021 Laity Awards.

Congratulations to Julian Blackburn, Richard Stallings, and Susette Westmorland, recipients of the 2021 Laity Awards!
Methodism has a long history of celebrating and recognizing the ministry of the laity. In the early days of American
Methodism, the laity served and maintained congregations between visits of the circuit riders. Lay people are the front
line of daily ministry at the workplace, in the home, and with the community.
The laity service award is promoted by the Western North Carolina Conference Council on laity and one of its purposes
is to recognize each year in the local church a deserving lay person or persons whose work in the local church and
community exemplifies a life of Christian stewardship.
Matthew 5:16 tells us to “Let your light so shine before men that they see your good works and glorify your father
which is in heaven." These individuals definitely let their lights shine and are ready to serve wherever needed. They are
also dedicated to keeping Pine Grove's facilities in good working order inside and out by trimming shrubs, removing
limbs from the parking lot, painting, moving tables, replacing lights, making repairs, helping to prep the church for our
return to in person worship, and the list goes on.
The last two years have been challenging and these individuals have been mindful of our budget as well. They help to
keep our church running smoothly.
One of my favorite duties, as your lay leader, is recognizing our lay person or persons of the year, and on Sunday,
October 17, it was my honor to recognize and award, Julian Blackburn, Susette Westmorland, and Richard Stallings with
the Pine Grove UMC 2021 Laity Service award.
All three of these individuals were honored at the district level during a virtual award presentation ceremony which was
also held on October 17. The presentation is available for viewing at www.yadkinvalleydistrictumc.org
Julian, Richard, and Susette, thank you again for your service to our Lord and the members of Pine Grove!
-Rhita Newcomb,
Lay Leader
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THANKSGIVING DAY MEAL INVITATION

Thanksgiving Day Meal
November 25, 2021

Complete Thanksgiving Meals will be available for
PICK UP OR (DELIVERY FOR 12 MILES OR LESS IF HOMEBOUND)
At
Pine Grove UMC
1130 Jonestown Rd.
Winston Salem, NC
11:30am-1:00pm
PLEASE CALL 336-508-4243
Leave a message with your NAME; TELEPHONE NUMBER and NUMBER of
MEALS needed. Orders need to be placed NO LATER than NOVEMBER 12,
2021. Speak clearly when you leave a message.
Currently, we are in need of volunteers to help with this ministry
opportunity. If you can help, please call Susette at 336-508-4243.
We look forward to serving God’s children!
Sponsored by:
Saving Grace, Through Faith Ministry
Pastor Susette Westmoreland

God’s Own Ministry
Pastor Linda Martin
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WITNESS & OUTREACH

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY FOCUS

Crisis Control for
November:
Sugar/Flour/Baking Items
Drop off donations at the
church in the Narthex.

Penny Campaign 2021
Did you know that it takes just 309 pennies
to provide a warm meal for someone in
need, and it takes 5,655 pennies to provide a
night of shelter to a homeless neighbor?
For over 25 years, the Penny Campaign has
energized and encouraged the greater
Winston-Salem community to help feed the hungry during
the Christmas season. It is a powerful way to support
those in need during the holidays.
(source: samaritanforsyth.org)
Pine Grove will be participating in the Samaritan Penny
Campaign through November. Save your loose change
during the week, and bring it to put it in the large jar in the
Narthex. You may also drop off your change at the church
during Debbie’s office hours.
Every donation, even pennies, makes a difference.

Prison Ministry News
We are so glad to be able to continue
our ministry through the funding
given to us from the Endowment
Fund. This month we are going to
send each inmate (about 13 in all) a
book or magazine of their choice. I
will let you know their requests.
Please continue to send these men/women cards and
letters. Communicating with you makes them feel as if they
have a church home.
-Marilyn, John, and DeeAnne
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If you are looking for an opportunity to serve and
volunteer in the community, you might want to
prayerfully consider Crossnore School and Children’s
Home in Winston Salem.
According to their website, www.crossnore.org,
“Volunteering on Crossnore Communities for
Children’s Campuses makes a big impact.”
Service to this community comes in a variety of
difference ways. They are asking for volunteers in the
following areas:
1) Utilize a special skill set or talent to teach things
like music, art, sewing, woodworking, etc.
2) Develop a relationship with one of the cottages to
further enhance cottage living.
3) Support staff by offering your skills in the area of
maintenance or landscaping.
The Foundry House is the new intentional Christian
community for young adults on the Winston Salem
campus located at 1001 Reynolda Road and has been
featured in previous articles of the Yadkin Valley UM
district newsletter calling for volunteers.
Compassionate volunteers at Crossnore log more than
2,000 volunteer hours per year. Whether its serving
one time or multiple times a year, you are making a
difference in the life of a child.
For more information, contact the Winston Salem
campus at 336-721-7600 or e-mail Kimberly King at
kking@crossnore.org
If you don’t have time to become a volunteer but still
want to help, you may also donate to this charity by
visiting the website. www.crossnore.org

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

The UMW would like to thank all of you who helped
with our missions giving this year by participating in
our fundraisers. We donate over $2,000 to missions
each year, and we could not do it without the help of
the entire Pine Grove family .
The nuts from the latest fundraiser will be available
for pick up on Saturday, November 13th from 12pm
until 3pm and again on Sunday, the 14th, after
church.
Our next meeting is November 11 at 7 PM on Zoom.
All the members will be sent the link. If you are not a
member and would like to join us, let Jean know by
emailing, 10607jean@gmail.com., and I will send you
a link.
We will be electing our 2022 officers at this meeting
and we encourage all members to attend. If you
would like to help us out by serving as an officer next
year, contact Polly Caudle at Pcaudle26@gmail.com.
Polly is our nominations chair. If you are called upon,
please prayerfully consider your response.
Our officers training will be on November 20, starting
at 9am on Zoom. If you are participating in the
reading program, please let Jean know by the end of
November, as we must submit a report by early
December. Our library is still available in the parlor. If
you have questions about the reading program,
check with Rhita Newcomb, rhitakay@yahoo.com.
-Jean Wall
Pictured right:
Sandy Waldron at
Trinity UMC, accepts
the Pine Grove
donations of flood
buckets for NC, as
well as bedding and
clothing for Armenia.

MUSIC DEPARTMENT NOTES
The music of our worship services has
changed since February 2020. Due to
COVID-19, we have taken necessary steps
to keep our congregation as safe and
healthy as possible. The physical aspect
for distancing Handbell Choir (6 feet) and Chancel Choir
members (16 feet) in the sanctuary for worship is difficult.
Music ministry has been an important part of my life, and
not being able to include the choirs in our worship
services has been disappointing. I have heard from choir
members and from the congregation that you have
missed sharing music in worship as well.
The Handbell Choir has been rehearsing and
will soon be sharing our selections. The
Chancel Choir has also rehearsed and will
soon prepare Advent and Christmas selections. Although these offerings from our Pine
Grove musicians will be via recordings, please
know that the choirs are enjoying the fellowship while
preparing selections to share with you and to present to
the glory of God.
-Beverly Myers

Proud parents to be, Andrew and Brittany Wissick, smile for
the camera as they pose with shower gifts for baby Georgia
Diane who is due to arrive in November. The shower was
held by the PGUMC United Methodist Women on October 17.
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PERSONAL WITNESS CORNER
The views expressed in this article are solely that of the author, and may not
necessarily represent the views of Pine Grove staff and/or other members.

My Miracle Leaf
Autumn is a beautiful time of year with the changing leaves and the crisp cool air filled with the fragrance of fall.
Without warning, the beautiful leaves fade away into a dead brown, and one can sense the first sign of winter
approaching by the sound of those leaves left on the trees rattling in the breeze.
It was on such a bleak autumn day that I was out on my morning walk with my invisible companion, Patrick, that something incredible happened. Ray was away at work , and to be honest I cannot remember which day of the week it was,
but I do recall is was four years ago, a length of time important to this story.
When at home, we take our walks down our tree lined driveway, which is a God send in the hot, humid summer. Loving
trees and nature, our home is also surrounded by woods, so there is never a shortage of leaves to blow in the early fall.
When I spend my mornings walking with my guardian angel, whom you may recall loves giving me hearts made from
anything and everything imaginable, he points out his hearts on the trees or a rock along the paved drive. Finding rock
hearts and seeing perfect hearts on the trees as we walk are always special gifts to me, and Patrick’s incredible love
always amazes me. However, I wasn’t prepared for the perfect heart I was about to receive from this loving angel.
Patrick drew my attention to the big round bowl setting at the edge of the forest where I plant summer flowers. I
noticed it was covered with dead, brown leaves. The closer I looked, I noticed what appeared to be something green in
the middle of one of the dead leaves. It was a perfect green heart that shown from both sides of the leaf. Now, four
years later, the green heart is still visible as seen in the photo below taken by Mike Simpson, my publisher and a
minister. Mike gazed at the leaf and in a startled voice said that he “had never seen anything like it before in his life”,
and it was obvious the leaf had come from Patrick. Only an angel could give this gift from heaven. The old leaf is brittle
now, except for the perfect green heart in it middle. I am very careful with what I call my miracle leaf which was given
with total love and kissed by the eternal life of heaven.
-Joan Byrd
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CHILDREN’S CORNER (CHILDREN OF ALL AGES)

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

Teaching Healthy Money Habits
My husband and I decided early
in our marriage/family that one
of the best things we could do
for our children was to teach
them healthy and Biblical money
habits. When they were old
enough to start getting an allowance, we gave each of them
three containers that said, “Save”, “Spend”, and “Tithe/
Share”. When allowance day arrived at the beginning of
each month, right off the top they put 10% in the Tithe Jar,
10% in the Save jar and the rest went in the Spend jar to use
as they chose. They were also told that there would be no
more pay day until the beginning of next month so that they
would have to use the spend jar wisely. This concept taught
our children delayed gratification and to learn to be
resourceful. Now, as self-sufficient adults, they are still
careful with their spending, saving, and sharing habits and
actually thank dear old mom and dad from time to time. I
recently read an article in Thrivent Magazine that shares my
views of teaching children money habits and then some.
Here are some of their tips:*
Start the conversation early: Kids as young as 5 or 6 years
old can learn money lessons. Teach them what each coin
and paper currency is worth. Use play month to set up a
play store for practice and then let them go shopping for
real and purchase something to practice exchanging money.

11/01
11/02
11/10
11/12
11/12
11/14
11/16
11/16
11/18
11/22
11/22
11/22
11/23
11/23
11/24
11/27
11/27

Dorothy Parker
Cindy Ellis
Joan Byrd
Corinna Harton
Tom Mahannah
Allison Asbury
Dr. Leah McCoy
Jesse Parker
Amy Roberts
Marilyn Mercer
Melissa Flowers
Kyle Asbury
April Wheeling
Sue Morgan
Lee Ann Boles
Irene Berry
Reece Pleasant

Teach the three S’s: Obviously, this is my favorite. Help kids
divide their money into “Save”, “Share” and “Spend”. Use
piggy banks, envelopes or get crafty and let them decorate
their own jars or containers. Discuss the following
questions: “Who do I want to share my money with? What
do I want to save my money for? What are the things I want
most and how much do they cost?
Discuss wants versus needs: Help your children identify the
things that people need to live (food, shelter, etc.) and the
things that are just nice/fun to have (toys, electronic games,
etc.) If they want to buy a costly item, then encourage them
to save for if.
Show the value of giving: Model your values and especially
the Biblical values of the tithe and giving to help those in
need. “Do not neglect to do good and to share what you
have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God. “ Heb. 13:16
*Source: Luke, Tiffany. “Teaching kids healthy money habits.”

11/05 Homer & Kim Craig
11/27 Jay & Polly Caudle

Please accept our apology if we missed your birthday or
anniversary. Please let the church office or someone in
Sunrise Fellowship know so that the list will complete next
time.

Thrivent Magazine, Fall 2021, p.9.
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FRIDGE NOTES AND REMINDERS
Sundays: *Sunday School 9:45AM
Worship 11:00AM
*NOTE: If your Class is fully vaccinated,
you can reconvene in the building at
9:45. If you want to join a ZOOM
Sunday School class, contact the
church office for a link.
Wednesdays: Handbell Choir 6:30PM

DATES TO REMEMBER FOR NOVEMBER
Nov 07 Daylight Savings Time Ends
Nov 13 UMW Nut orders pick up 12PM-3PM
Nov 14 UMW Nut orders pick up after worship service
Nov 18-20 Winston Salem Dog Club Training PGUMC
Nov 21 Pine Grove Charge Conference 7PM on ZOOM
Call or e-mail church office for a ZOOM link
Nov 25 Thanksgiving Day
Nov 28 United Methodist Student Day Special Offering
Nov 28 1st Sunday in Advent. Hanging of the Greens
NOTE: All services and activities are subject to change as we
(Please contact Bonny Moran if you can help with
respond to the COVID-19 directives. Please check our
the preparations)
Facebook page and website for updates. If your group needs
to meet, be safe and contact Pastor Marilyn to set a ZOOM
meeting on-line for you.

Pine Grove United Methodist Church
1130 Jonestown Road
Winston Salem, NC 27103
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

PLEASE
PLACE
STAMP
HERE

