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Friends, by the time most of you receive this newsletter, you will have heard about the
announcement I made to the congregation on Sunday, February 20. I said:
After a period of thoughtful prayer, I have decided to ask our Bishop for retirement
status beginning July 1 of this year. I have shared this decision with our Leadership
Team and they are moving forward with their meeting with our District Superintendent,
the Rev. Dr. Sam Moore to discuss where God is leading Pine Grove so Bishop Carter and his cabinet can make
the best appointment going forward. I have been blessed to have served you and the Pine Grove UMC
community and I pray you too have been blessed by my service.
When I came to Pine Grove UMC in July of 2015, we stepped into ministry together. We established a
relational covenant and put it into practice. We have fed the hungry and provided fresh water to the thirsty
through the Rise Against Hunger meal packing events, Crisis Control collections, Second Harvest Food Bank, and
our very own Blessing Box. We have provided clothing to those in need through our United Methodist Women,
Days for Girls, The Red Bird Mission, Open Arms Ministry, and South Fork Elementary school. We have
provided shelter to the stranger through our support of Samaritan’s Inn Ministry, New Story Homeless Shelter,
UMCOR disaster response, our Hope House, and now our Sara Lane house. We have cared for the prisoner
through our Card Ministry and our Prison Ministry. We have cared for the sick through our work with SECU,
Hospice, South Fork Assisted Living, and our ongoing visits, cards, and phone calls. And, we have covered all
these ministries in prayer. In all these things and more, we have been faithful in serving and caring for Jesus
(Matthew 25:31-46).
We have, of course, needed sustenance for our discipleship journey together. And so, we have studied the
scriptures, celebrated worship, and partaken of the sacraments. Our mutual support of one another was
challenged through the impact of the COVID-19 virus but God has provided the way and we have been able to
connect through our digital media for worship, study, and the temporal needs of the church. We are stepping
forward on solid ground into the future where God is leading and our Leadership Team is organizing the
structures we need so we can be more responsive to God’s call in the new normal.
Now, we need to be in prayer through this time of transition: for Bishop Carter and his cabinet, including Dr.
Moore, as they make appointments; for the Pine Grove community as preparations are made for the new
clergy family; and, I humbly ask, for me and my family as well.
-Pastor Marilyn
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HOPE HOUSE NEWS

Linda Kite was recently recognized and honored by the Pine
Grove family for her 18 years of service to the Hope House
ministry. From left: Linda, Pastor Marilyn, Rickie Shutt

One of Pine Grove’s most enduring and vital ministries has
been the establishment of the Hope House in 2002. The
Hope House has provided a safe haven to out of town family
members of critical needs patients in the local hospitals.
The house is special to Linda Kite not just because it was her
childhood home, but she has seen first hand how many
families benefitted from having a safe, clean place to stay.
Linda took over as Chairwoman of the Hope House Committee in the early years of its evolvement and has continued
in that position to the present day. She has been instrumental in reaching out to Wake Forest Baptist Hospital and other
facilities in order to keep the Hope House occupied.
In addition, Linda has overseen the maintenance of the
house and coordinated with the Hope House Committee and
Trustees when it is time to replace appliances or furniture or
to just give the house a good cleaning spring cleaning.
Many of the present and past Hope House Committee
members have served as hosts for families staying the
house. However, the last several years Linda and Mike took
on the role of hosts and helped the new families get
acclimated to Winston-Salem, learning about the area and
how to get around town.
Anyone who knows Linda knows she is a sincere humble
person and would not want credit or attention for all her
years of service and commitment to the Hope House.
We thank Linda for the success of Hope House and a job well
done.
Listed in the next column are some guest testimonials
that prove how important this ministry is to the church
and community.
—Cindy Spach
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“You can feel the house is of God’s work because of the peace
we feel when we’re here. This is our place to get away from
the pain and suffering we see constantly when we are at the
hospital. It’s our place to reflect, meditate and know that
God’s arms are around us and we can hope. Well miracles
happen here, the prayers from Pine Grove Church members
and all around us are answered. My son Mark is going to be
able to go home in a few days.”
“My father was brought to Baptist Hospital for surgery and
had many setbacks. After weeks of sleeping in waiting rooms,
and staying at the Hawthorn Inn, this is the most wonderful
thing that could have happened to us. Finding this place that
is so comfortable and my Mom can rest here.”
“What a blessing your house has been. My children and I have
come to love it. It has been a haven in the midst of an
emotional storm. Having a place to call “home” made this so
much less difficult to deal with. The house is steeped in
kindness, peace, and goodwill.”
“The Spirit of compassion, love, and hope in this house carried
and sustained us. We will never forget.”
“Rest will come easy, it’s so peaceful here”
“Our months here have been blessed with love, companionship, and new friends – especially Linda and Mike Kite. We will
never forget our time here Thank you for giving us shelter and
love. We wish many continued blessings for others staying at
the Hope House.”

Hope House will always be special to me. That is where I
grew up. Going in to visit or clean up always brings
memories of my childhood.
Working with the Hope House residents has been a blessing over the years. It is a wonderful ministry for Pine
Grove. Everyone is so appreciative of a place to stay while
a loved one is in the hospital or having treatments. I have
met many wonderful people over the years and still
communicate with some of them. I know that whoever
takes over the ministry as Director of Hope House will be
blessed as much as I have been.
I just wanted to say thank you for my lovely gift in
recognition of my time spent as Hope House Director. The
GUIDE TO PRAYER and MY PRAYER NOTES are just exactly
what I needed at this time on my spiritual journey.
Love,
Linda Kite

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN NEWS
Thanks to all who helped fill
the Valentine’s Day gift bags
with cards and gifts for the
UMAR group homes.
Thanks to Polly and Karen
for delivering them.
We will have a sewing workday on Wednesday, March 2, in
the sewing room at Pine Grove. Let Jean know if you would
like to help. We have non sewing jobs available if you don’t
sew but if you would like to learn, we can teach you.
We are in great need of hostesses on Saturday, March 5,
for the district mission study here at Pine Grove, from 8:30
to 2. You do not have to be a member to help. You do have
to have proof of vaccination which is being asked of
everyone attending. Please let Jean or Rhita know if you
can help. Joyce Irby will be doing the program on Pushout:
The Criminalization of Black Girls in Schools. We will
provide beverages but those attending are asked to bring
their own bag lunch. They are also asked to bring nonperishable foods and feminine supplies for the girls for the
Open Arms Ministries .
We have signed up to take a meal to the SECU house on
March 10. We have to have the food to the church by 4:30.
If you can help with that, let Jean know. We need at least 4
people to make Linda Kite’s spaghetti casserole (recipe
available), salad, bread, and cookies for about 40 people.
If you can help, email Jean at 10607jean@gmail.com.
Our activities are always open to all women, and you do
not have to be a member of UMW or Pine Grove to attend.
Calendar:
March 2: Sewing for Days For Girls project, 10-11:30am
March 5: District mission study at Pine Grove, 8:30 to
2pm
March 10: UMW program on Zoom, 7 PM.
March 10: Meal to SECU house
-Jean Wall
Pictured left:
Janice Hankins, Polly
Caudle, and Karen
Cromer pose with
Valentine bags for
the UMAR group.

WITNESS AND OUTREACH NEWS

The Crisis Control Food of the
month for March is Pancake
Mix and Syrup. Please put
your donations in the basket
located in the Narthex.

We are thankful to everyone who worked so hard to get
the Welcome House ready on Sara Lane for our new
residents, the Gawar family. Your generosity with time
and resources provided a welcoming atmosphere when
they arrived on February 15. Please continue to keep
Shaflullah, Shamilla and their six children and our ministry
team in your prayers.

Thank you to all who continue to
give to the Blessings Box which
continues to be utilized on a
weekly basis. This is a friendly
reminder to only donate nonperishable food items. If you
choose to donate clothing items
only keep it to new socks, gloves,
scarfs, or caps. Someone has
been donating large items of used clothing and this takes
up too much space. Please donate your used clothing to
the Good Will and not the Blessing box.

The March/April 2022 Upper Room
Devotional Guides are in the Narthex
and ready for pickup.
You may also call the church office if
you would like to come by at another
time or if you need one delivered to
you.
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LEADERSHIP TEAM MEETING MINUTES
The Pine Grove Leadership Team held a ZOOM meeting on January 30, 2022 beginning at 1:30pm. The following team members
were present: Polly Caudle, Stan Morgan, Becky Muenchow, Rhita Newcomb, Rickie Shutt, Jean Wall, Pastor Marilyn Weiler,
Team Coach: Rev. Randy Blanchard. The following members were absent: Susette Westmoreland
-Randy opened the meeting and turned the agenda over to Rickie to act as chair, and Randy would then be available for the rest
of the meeting on a guiding/consulting basis.
I. The first item that Rickie asked to discuss was getting someone to transcribe the meeting notes from the recorded ZOOM link.
Since this person did not have to be a team member and did not have to be present at the meetings, Rickie asked if this was
something that Debbie Sheppard would be able to do within the time limits of her schedule of 12 hours per week.
Marilyn was able to ask Debbie that day via phone call if she would transcribe the minuets and Debbie agreed.
Jean Wall made the motion to nominate Debbie Sheppard as the recording secretary.
Rhita Newcomb seconded the motion.
All were in favor.
Guidelines were then set for the recording and distribution of the minutes and are as follows:
1. As minutes are recorded and submitted to the team for approval, members will have 48 hours to make any comments or
corrections and if there are no corrections then the minutes will stand as is and become official.
2. Future meetings would try to be scheduled so that they are not “right on time” of the publish date for the monthly newsletter. The due date for newsletter articles is usually the 3rd Monday of the month.
3. Debbie would then summarize the minutes for publication in each monthly newsletter. There was also some discussion
about publishing the minutes on the church website, but that was tabled for later discussion as not every church member has a
computer.
II. Rickie noted that the Endowment Fund which already has it’s own policies and guidelines of administration will now need to
be incorporated and updated in a way so that it can operate alongside this new Leadership team of church governance.
Stan also had an idea of putting some kind of mentoring/trainee program in place for non-voting members of the Endowment
Fund so that they could see how it operates and could eventually step up if any member of the endowment committee steps
down. Rickie asked Stan to provide the EF guidelines and any new amendment proposals to the team members to look at before
the next leadership meeting and Stan agreed to send copies to the team members.
Marilyn suggested that the UMC conference foundation website might have some online documents for Stan to reference if
needed.
III. Rickie then referred to Randy for a discussion on the Guiding Principles document, and the team looked at the following items
with the stated purpose of assigning individual team members homework on the various topics as they relate to the church body
and needs of Pine Grove:
1. Mission Vision Core Values of the Church- Pastor Marilyn was assigned the task of writing out the current core values of Pine
Grove and suggestions for additional items as it relates to the church body and the mission of moving forward.
2. Identification of the Board’s Roles, Powers, Responsibilities and Authority in regards to the Book of Discipline.
Rickie asked each team member to look at this closely and he said that he would put his name beside this task and that he
envisions this item under the following: Role of the Pastor; Role of what used to be called the Trustees which will now be called
the Facilities Managers.
Marilyn suggested that the team begin thinking about the structure of what each new ministry team should look like and Rickie
reiterated that each team will need to have some kind of expertise in the responsibilities given once new ministry teams are
established, in other words “work where you are gifted”.
At that point, Jean Wall made the suggestion and motion that Susette Westmoreland be nominated as the Vice Chair of the
Leadership team with Rickie suggesting that Susette’s responsibilities also fall under facilities managing and upkeep.
Rhita seconded the motion.
All team members where in favor of Susette Westmoreland becoming Vice Chair of the Leadership Team.
-Meeting Minutes continued on page 5.
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HONORS AND MEMORIALS
-Minutes continued from page 4
3. Clear Distinction of the Roles of the Governance of the
Board and Not Management—Rhita Newcomb was assigned
the task of further researching this topic as it relates to the
current situation and then going forward under the new leadership umbrella.
4. Leadership Board will always ensure a current organizational chart reflective of the current decision-making process
and chain of command. (This was assigned to all team members to look before the next meeting. Jean Wall was asked to
make a chart of existing ministry teams at Pine Grove.
5. The Leadership Board is to provide transparent routine
communications-The team discussed options as to make
ZOOM recordings available with an invitation to the congregation to watch or if just to make meeting minuets available.
Randy also said that as far as communication to the church
body goes, the team could say that all meetings are open to
anyone who wants to come and that would suffice too.
6. The Treasurer must be consulted concerning any single
purchase or expenditure over $____. (Assigned to all
members to be discussed at next meeting.)
Items 7, 8. and 9 are personnel policy guidelines and were
tabled to discuss at the next meeting as per Randy’s
suggestion saying that, once these categories are updated,
then the focus can move to empowering ministry teams to
work within their own spending budgets for the work of their
ministry knowing that each ministry team would give their
own financial reports at each leadership team meeting. This
would promote checks/balances and accountability.
Item 10 does not apply as we no longer have a day school.
Items 11-building usage policies; 12-building security and key
policies and 13-Financial controls policies were assigned to
Susette Westmoreland to research and to gather current
policy information and bring to the next meeting.
Randy suggested that the team vote on article #1 so that Stan
and others can go ahead and update documents and policies
that were already in place before the new leadership team
begin and Marilyn reiterated that “we need to deal with the
articles of incorporation right away”.
Rickie asked for a motion to accept article 1 of the catalog as
being adopted by our new leadership team.
Jean made the motion.
Rhita seconded the motion.
All were in favor with no opposition.
III. Stan asked that the current cemetery polices be updated
and everyone agreed. Stan and Susette agreed to work on
doing this.
Randy led the team in a closing prayer and the next Leadership
Team Meeting is scheduled for February 13th at 4pm.
-Respectfully submitted by Debbie Sheppard
Call the office if you would like a link to the meeting transcript.

The family of Peggy Brewer has asked that we publish the
following statement:
Peggy Brewer passed away on Monday, February 14, 2022
after three years of declining health. Even though she was no
longer able to attend worship services, or volunteer in various
roles as she had done for decades, Pine Grove remained dear
to her heart. Peggy missed her “church buddies”, and thought
of them often.
Peggy was a lifelong member of Pine Grove UMC, and enjoyed
serving her church and community. Until her health problems
interfered, she attended worship services and Bible studies;
worked with her friends in the church kitchen and in the
garden; volunteered for shifts in the “pumpkin patch”; and
served on the Bereavement Committee. She also enjoyed
volunteering with Meals on Wheels, as well as for various
other community groups and projects. Peggy has three
daughters, three granddaughters, and three great-grandsons
who will miss her dearly, but who know she is now enjoying
her new life in a much better place.

Pine Grove UMC has received gifts to the glory of God and in
memory of Marie Kimel by:
Billie Kimel and Steve & Brend Frucht.
Pine Grove has also received gifts to the glory of God and in
memory of Don Ashe by:
Mary M. Beavers
Andy & Katie Buchannan
Ray and Joan Byrd
DeeAnne Fortescue
Bob & Susan Harrell
Paul & Amy Johnson
Beverly Myers
Rhita Newcomb
Frank & Jill Tanahey
Willing Workers Sunday School Class
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PERSONAL WITNESS CORNER
Personal Witness Corner allows members to share a testimony, and the views expressed are solely that of the author, and may not necessarily represent the
views of Pine Grove staff and/or other members. Articles will be published as space permits.

Defending God’s Word
In the September 2021 newsletter I published an article titled, "God The Father." Shortly after, I learned that the
disclaimer over the article had been changed to say: “the views expressed are solely that of the author, and may not
necessarily represent the views of Pine Grove staff and/or other members.” I found the disclaimer to be upsetting, as
there were many in the church who said that they agreed with every word written in the article.
Since the publication of "God The Father", I have learned that some people in the church believe that since we are all
created in God's image, God could be male and/or female. Just like the Pharisees, there are those today who change
the meaning of God's word to fit their modern lifestyle, and many new modern translations of the Bible have lost the
true meaning of God's word.
God is the same today as He was yesterday and at the earth's beginning and way before its creation.
As God's witness, He has asked me to write another article in His defense and to set the record straight once again,
by using Holy Scripture. God's word Is true! God's word Is final and everlasting! Heaven and earth will pass away, but
God's word will still remain!
Genesis 1:27 ”So God created man in His own image, in the image of God created He him…”
Genesis 2:15 ”So God created man in His image and made woman from man.”
Luke 1:31-32 “And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shall call his name Jesus. He
shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest.”
Luke 1:35 “And the angel answered and said unto her, the Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the
Highest shall over shadow thee: therefore also that Holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called, the Son of
God.”
The Holy Ghost, the third part of the Holy Trinity, God three in one, came to the virgin Mary and by the power of the
highest, placed His son within her. God, the male, gave Mary, the female, His Holy Son, Jesus, our Lord and Savior. So
this means that God is the father of Jesus and Mary is His mother.
The first article, “God the Father” was from words given to us by His son, Jesus. Our Savior mentioned the word,
“Father”, over 70 times, and these words should convince all Christians what is true. Jesus said: “He who sees the
son, sees the Father!”
We are all one in Jesus Christ. He died for everyone, male and female, from the beginning of His earth until the
present time. His love for all of us is the same! Rejoice and be glad that you are a child of the light!
God, the three in one, is the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit!
Praise, glory, and honor are His forever and ever!
-Joan Byrd
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CHILDREN’S CORNER (CHILDREN OF ALL AGES)

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

Simple Ways to Observe Lent with Children

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

If you choose to observe
lent or parts of lent with
your children or grandchildren, here are some
activities that you can do to
help them understand
Jesus and his sacrifice.
1. Give up something as
a family. Jesus fasted for 40 days. That is a very long
time! It would be meaningful to teach your children
about fasting by giving up something for the entire
Lenten season or on Fridays during Lent. It could be
giving up desserts, not going out to eat, or drinking
only water at snacks and meals. The key is that it has
to be something you enjoy and want to do/eat/have.
40 bags in 40 days. Instead of or in addition to giving
up something for Lent, purge a bag’s worth of stuff
every day during Lent. You choose the size of the
bag, and if the items are donatable, then give them
to a worthy cause. Just think of how clean your home
will be by Easter and how blessed those in need will
be!
Read Easter books. Some favorites are The Parable
of the Lily and The Jesus Calling Bible Storybook. One
Spring Lamb is really precious for preschoolers.
Read the Bible together every day. I think this is a
given, but it’s worth mentioning. You need to be
reading the Bible with your kids every day, and this
would be a great opportunity to focus on the ministry
of Jesus.
Make a prayer chain. Write a person or situation on
each of 40 strips of paper. Assemble them into a
paper chain. Remove one link per day, and pray for
that thing with your kids.
Grow something. There are lots of spring bulbs and
seeds in stores already, so you should be able to get
some inexpensively. As you work together, talk
about the goodness of God.
Attend the Holy Week services together. After the
services go out for dinner or a snack and talk about
the meaning of each service.
Write a thank you note to your pastor. Help your
kids to thank him or her for teaching them about
Jesus’s death and resurrection.

Source:
https://feelslikehomeblog.com/2016/02/16-simple-lentactivities-for-kids-for-all-christians/

3/05 Jon Michael Kite
3/06 Bill Brown
3/06 Kerry Buchanan
3/10 Julian Blackburn
3/10 Robin Pugh
3/13 Benjamin Fuller
3/14 John Mercer
3/16 Melanie Niblock
3/16 Sara Harrison Scott
3/20 Mark Ellis
3/20 Mike Zimmerman
3/23 Anthony Pleasant
3/27 Andrew Hawkins
3/29 Jennifer Pleasant
3/30 Jeff Brewer
3/30 Kyle Joyce
3/31 Norman Brogdon

3/03 Julian & Eunice Blackburn
3/10 Todd & Susan Buchanan
3/11 Ray & Joan Byrd

Please accept our apology if we missed your birthday or
anniversary. Please let the church office or someone in the
Sunrise Fellowship know so that the list will be complete
next time.
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FRIDGE NOTES AND REMINDERS
Sundays: *Sunday School 9:45AM
Worship 11AM
*NOTE: If your class is fully vaccinated, you
can reconvene in the building at 9:45. If
you want to join a ZOOM Sunday School
class, contact the church office for a link.

DATES TO REMEMBER FOR MARCH
Mar 02 UMW Day for Girls Project 10AM-11:30AM
Mar 02 Ash Wednesday Service 7PM
Mar 05 UMW District Mission Study 8:30AM-2PM
Mar 10 UMW ZOOM Meeting 7PM
Mar 10 UMW Meal to SECU House
Mar 13 Daylight Savings Time Begins
Mar 27 UMCOR Sunday (Special Offering)

Note: All services and activities are subject to change as we respond to the COVID-19 directives. Please check our
Facebook page and website for updates. If your group needs to meet; be safe and contact Pastor Marilyn to set-up a
ZOOM meeting on-line for you.

Pine Grove United Methodist Church
1130 Jonestown Road
Winston Salem, NC 27103
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